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(AN EXTASY. 


SHE preſſed me to her throbbing bc! 
and with that powerful inexpreſſible charm, 
which, in the mouth of woman, always 
accompanies the expreſſion of a heart over- 
flowing with compaſſion, ſhe ſaid to me 
Dear Count are you better? 99 8 
The ſoft ſound of her tender voice gave 
me the moſt lively emotion. A violent 
trembling, like that occaſioned by a ſever; 
was the conſequence of theſe few words. 
Had I even wiſhed to reply, it had 
been impoſſible for me to utter a fingſe 
Vor. II. 2 ſyllable. 
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ſyllable. All my ſenſations were benidibed, 


ſo rapidly did they ſucceed, croſs, thwart, 
and deſtroy one another. I was in ſuch a 
ſituation from an exceſs of feeling, as to 


be completely loſt in a ſtate of inſenſibi- 


lity; nor was any of thoſe numberleſs ſen- 
fations either powerful or laſting enough to 
unlooſe my tongue, which was 5 almoſt glued 
to my mouth. 

© You don't anſwer ?” Gig ſhe, in a fear- 
ful anxious tone.— © I find—alas! l muſt 
call for ſome afliſtance !“ 
This word aſſiſtance, drew me from my 
profound lethargy. Suddenly a conſci- 
ouſneſs of my preſent ſituation ſtrongly 


recurred to my mind; as quick as lightning 
I took her to my boſom, inflamed vith be 


. love. 
As I preſſed her to my heart, Abet pre- 


| cpitated palpitations, heaved my breaſt, I 1 
perceived in her right arm, which ſhe had 
- thrown round my waiſt, a ſort of convulfive 


movement three of; four times repeated ; 
| 1 - 1 and 


MAURDCE | =» 3 
and the moment after, the fame arm n refted ! 


upon tny ſhoulder. 

She again muttered a few wordh which 
could not underſtand; then ſuddenly 
ſnatching herſelf from my arms, ſhe at- 
tempted to ſtep backwards. I had then 
only hold of her hand, which 1 preſſed 
to my heart with ſuch force as ſeemed to 
run it through my breaſt; when ſhe cried— 

In the name of heaven Ts it you? 


or— 1 
And theſe words died upon 15 lips 


This monoſyllable, or, was but a faint tone, 


ſuch as takes place of the voice, when the 


ſoul perceives that the tongue is going to 
ſpeak an offenſive or improper word; at 


which time the word, which was intended 
for a ſtrong articulated expreſſion, drop- 


ping at once into a light murmur, and 


hardly audible, dies upon the lips. 
The moment ſhe checked this her firſt 


idea, by means of another more natural 
and more proper, ſhe came back to me, 
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and preſſed my hand with a greater degree 
of eagerneſs. 


arms; ſhe claſped me in hers; and thus 


cheek to cheek, devoured with the ſame 
i: fire, our hearts beating in uniſon, melted, 


I took her again in my 


inter woven, amidſt the fondeſt embraces, 


as it were, into one, no * forming 
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STRENGTH AND COURAGE." 6 
6a 11 


SUDDENLY: tle: d "hb ing open 
with a great noiſe, Waller accompanied 
by his friend Rahm, ruſhed into the room. 
Amelia, who had half opened her eyes, 
cloſed them again directly, laying motion- 
leſs upon the bed. I ſtood before her, 
with my fiſts clenched, and the muſcles of 
my arms ſtrung with force ſufficient to 
tear up an oak, My looks fell now and 
then on. Amelia, as they glanced rapidly 
from Waller to Rahm, and'trom:Rhamito 
Waller, full of the frightful idea that the 
combat which was likely to Eat wen 
awake her too ſoon; 115 
Rahm advancing a few a 5 Aang 
the candle which he had in his hand, gazed 
at me with a fixed attention. Speechleſs 
from ſurpriſe and rage, he immediately 


B3 put 


o 10 bas 


put down the candle upon the table, on 
which he laid his two hands. Some- 
times the table ſhook with ſuch violence as 
to ſeem ready to fall to pieces; ſometimes 
it ſtood nearly unſhaken, as the ſtorm of 
paſſion which Pee eg Rahm increaſed 
or abated. _ 

With the en of death on his dor 
| Waller walked on tiptoe round his friend. 
At every motion of his body, I could hear 
the cracking of his ankles — Oh! my poor 
_ wife! —he cried at laſt, ſtretching his head 
towards the bed, whilſt trembling, he reſted 
his band upon Rahm. As he advanced 
his head forward, I ſhewed him a threaten- 
ing fiſt, and ſaid—She ſhall ſleep eternally, ra- 
ther than be awaked by you! Such is the 
only clear idea that I recolle& having had 
during this remarkable pantomime.” 

Attentive to every motion of Waller and 
his friend, whenever the latter appeared 
ſtirring, I felt every muſcle of my body 
growing more and more convulſive. I ſtood 
751 „ motionleſs; 


8 
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motionleſs ; my feet ſeemed as if chained 


to the floor, unſhaken by the attacks of 


my opponent. 

1 cannot ſay how long we hve ſtood i in 
this poſition. Amelia raiſed her head, 
which ſhe immediately buried in the pillow, 
crying out - God Almighty ! what is all 
this? -I could only glance at her, Rahm 


taking the whole of my attention. A ge- 
neral glow crept through all my limbs, 
which proceeded from my fear, leaſt Ame- 


lia ſhould again ſtir and repeat her excla- 
mation. I felt myſelf affected by her plain- 
tive voice, and my courage ſhaken by it. 
I wiſhed not to hear it again. 

Oh! help then ! cried the Count. 
Theſe words from his trembling friend, 
greatly agitated Rham, on whom he hung; 
and the table, on which the latter ſtill ſup- 
ported himſelf, ſhook in ſuch a manner 


as made me think it was going to pieces, th 
For a little while Rahm kept his Poſition, | 


with his eyes OY looking forwards 3 
1 B 4 then 
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then wildly turning them nd the room, 
he ſeemed anxious to find ſomething. | My 
looks kept pace with his, and wherever he 
fixed his eyes I fixed mine. But-if he hap- 
pencd to glance at Amelia, I. immediately 
protected her with my whole body :—1 
will not have him even ſee my Amelia, 
thought II—No, he ſhall not ſo much as 
look at her! As to touch her II would 
have cruſhed him under my feet! 
At laſt he fixed his eyes on a corner of 
the room, where 1. obſerved a ſword. 
| Should I have got the ſtart. of him, and 
have ſeized it? No, by no means! Tak- 
ing advantage of the circumſtance, the 
Count might have come near the bed. 
I therefore ſtood, as if fixed to the ſpot. 
Rahm ſnatching himſelf away from the 
arms of Waller, ran to the ſword, during 
which time I looked quickly round on 
every fide. | Methought the floor was giv- 
ing way, and I wanted ſomething that 
1 might graſp at. I know nothing that 
could 1 the p of this deſpairing 
look, 
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look, nor how I could deſcribe my feelings 
at this moment. As I was thus looking 
for aſſiſtance, I deſeried a piſtol hanging 
at the head of the bed, which to ſee, graſp, 
and cock, did-r not 9 6 0 halle” a maine | 
time. N zac ze 
In the name of God, it is boaded Ser- 
claimed the Count, ſtretching his arm to- 
wards me; whilſt he precipitated himſelf 
on Rahm, trying to ſnatch the ſword from 
his Sando: elend ban 
I conjure you! my friend nnch 
the Count. But Rahm drove him back 
with violence, when he again placed him- 
ſelf between him and me, his back towards 
me, and his two hands reſting on the arms 
of Rahm, who with fire ſparkling in his 
eyes, and his lips quivering with rage, looked 
fiercely in my face over his friend's ſhoul- 
der, as he held the point of his ſword to 
my breaſt, whilſt I Wann = N at his 
forehead. | 
Thus we ſtood immoveable. Fs did 
not advance upon me; nor could he have 
B 5 done 
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Nasen 

done it: I alſo refrained from firing, for 

he did not lay his hands on Amelia! — 
This was the ſignal I waited for. 
We were ſpeechleſs: not a word had yet 
eſcaped from either of us. Nothing was 
heard but a whiſpering from our breaſts, 
ſtrongly agitated with the pangs of a ſtifled 
rage, and the crackling of the floor under 
our feet. 

In this moment i moved again, 

r exclaimed in the ſame manner as ſhe 
had done before. At the ſound of her 
voice we all ſtarted up as in concert. 1 
thought I felt the muſcles of my right arm 
b ſlacken, and my ſtrength inſtantly vaniſh : 
either I was fainting, or the courage of de- 

ſpair was riſing in my heart. Suddenly I 
ruſhed on my opponents, with my left arm 
removing every object that was in my way, 
and with my right holding up my piſtol 
to them; then ſeizing the Count by his 
waiſt, I raiſed him from the ground, and 
e . him on his friend. They 
| | both 
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both fell backwards. The ſword went 
from the hand of Rahm; I threw away my 
piſtol, and ſeizing each of them with one 
hand, I dragged them to the door, which 
I broke open with a ſingle kick; then with 
the ſtrength of a lion in my arms, and the 
rage of a tyger in my heart, bending my- 
ſelf againſt both, I thruſt them out. The 
Count rolled down a few ſteps; whilſt 
Rahm, who in this moment ſeemed as de- 
prived of his ſenſes, was left lying before 
the door, which 1 immediately bolted in 
triumph. | _ 

With as much compoſure as if nothing 
had happened, I approached the table; 
and after having tranquilly ſnuffed the 


candle, I fat myſelf on the bed, by the 


ſide of Amelia, when every moment I felt 


as if ready to burſt into a loud fit of 
laughter. 


Thus the moſt . calm 4 ſuc- 
cceds the moſt violent fit of rage; and vice 
verſa. But I was not more than two mi- 
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mutes in this ſituation. I was overcome, 

ud had hardly any feeling in my arms and 

legs, which to move had been utterly im- 
poſſible for me. At once my eyes cloſed: 

A deadly cold creeping through all my 
veins, deprived me of the uſe of wed ſenſes. 
L laid as en | 
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A DUMB CONFESSION. | 


How "AT I was in "this" ſituation I 
cannot ſay, Opening my eyes, I ſaw Ame- 
lia ſtanding before me, with a candle in 
her hand. 3 

Gracious heavens! he lives! Giijed' ſhe. 
The ſoft ſound of her affecting voice ſtill 
tingles in my ear. Half fainting, ſhe dropt 
on a chair: I haſtened to her aſſiſtance, 
and ſeizing one of her hands, as I preſſed 
her mouth with my Ups, ſhe ſoon reco- 
vered. 05 

Never, no never, ſhall I Wige this look, 

which her eyes half opened faintly dropped 

upon me !A ſea of voluptuouſneſs ſeemed 
to run from them, and overflow my fond 
heart with the fire of love. I dropt down 3 
on my knees; even now I feel not the leaſt 
dyes of ſhame at the recollection of 

having 
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having thus humbled myſelf at her feet ; : 
for that look, that celeſtial and heart win- 
ing look, deſerved the adoration of man. 
Gently reſting her right hand upon my 
ſhoulder, with her left ſhe * me to 
riſe from my poſition. 

O Lemberg! diſpel my 3 aid 
ſhe, flowly taking my hand to her heart: 

' ſpeak, or I die in your arms. 

Methought I was animated with a new 
life; I found myſelf as raiſed above my 
ordinary powers, the thick cloud that had 
ſurrounded me, and kept back my natural 
energy, at once diſſipated. I was now 
able to take a calm retroſpe& of what had 
paſſed, and ſee into future ſcenes: 1 
could look at Amelia without trembling; 
that ſort of anxiety which before had 
preſſed ſo heavy upon my heart, when 
thinking of her, was now ſucceeded by 
a gentle rational fondneſs. The ſame 
alteration ſeemed to have taken place in 
her ſentiments; her looks were no longer 

any 
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- any other than the expreſſion of ſuch un- 
eaſineſs as is created by an extreme inqui- 
ſitiveneſs, and her eyes repeatedly expreſſed 
her wiſh to receive an anſwer to what her 
mouth had juſt aſked me. 

I haſtened to comply with her demand, 
and with an uncommon eloquence I related 
to her every event of this remarkable night, 
telling her how, with deſpair in my heart, 
I had walked - ſeveral times round the 
houſe; how I had been met. by the Count 
and introduced by him into her apart- 
ment ; how I. had fallen in her arms, de- 
prived of my ſenſes, and nearly of my 
exiſtence. | 

Oh! I knew beyond a ab it was not 
Waller, cried Amelia. Scarcely this con- 

feſſion had eſcaped her lips, but ſne ſeemed 
utterly confuſed. Turning her face from 
me, ſhe put her hands on her eyes, whilſt 
the vivid bluſh of i innocence n upon 
her cheeks. 


You 
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Lou knew it !—=You knew it !—cried I 


_ repeatedly. Oh! how did you come to 
know it? — !] inſiſted, but ſhe: was obſti- 


nate in her ſilence. A long pauſe enſued; 
which was attended with no grie vous cir- 


cumſtance: I held Amelia cloſe to my 
boſom, her right hand reſting upon my 
left ſhoulder, ſo: that her fingers laid juſt 


on my heart, whilſt with her left hand ſhe 
preſſed to her breaſt my right arm, ſur. 
rounding her waiſt. To avoid my fond 


embraces ſhe had, with a ſmile, laid her | 
head on my left ſhoulder. 15 


Oh how happy I ſhould have died 


in this poſition ! a voluptuous heat per- 


vading all my veins, glowed upon my 
cheeks, and on my lips; my heart was 
ſeized with a heavenly rapture; never was 
the moſt ardent imagination able to fancy 
an extaſy equal to that which now lulled 
my ſoul into a delightful oblivion of every 
ne object. Heaven and earth had 
. 9 
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diſappeared from my fight ; ; I ſaw nothing, 
felt nothing but Amelia and-tnyſelf, in the 
immenſe univerſe, which, to delight my 
ſenſes, ſeemed to have adorned itſelf with 
the moſt brilliant colours, 

The eyes of Amelia were filled with a 
ebe of inexpreſſible delight, which gra- 
dually condenſed itſelf into a ſingle pellucid 
cryſtal drop, and fell trembling and lit. 
ning on her e check. 
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CHAP. Iv. 


THE EXPLANATION. _ * 
For many hours longer we might have 
enjoyed this extatic heavenly fituation, hag 
it not been ſuddenly diſturbed by a noiſe 
from the hall. Running to the door, I 
bent myſelf againſt it with more ſtrength 
than was ſufficient to have reliſted the at- 
tacks of a giant. Soon the noiſe decreaſed, 
and I could hear people going down the 
ſtairs and talking in a low voice. They 
were the two friends, Juſt raiſed from the 
ground. To-morrow morning every thing 
will be cleared, ſaid the Count; pray, my 
dear, wait till that moment, otherwiſe it 
would create an uproar through the 
whole family. | 
Till the morning comes cried I, runn- 
ing to Amelia. We may ſtay here undiſ- 
| turbed 10 Amelia ! be calm and joyful. 


Saying 


„„ x IF 
+ Saying theſe words I bounced about ſe- 
*veral times, at which ſhe could not for- 
bear laughing. „ 
How we did forget ourſelves! fake 1 ſhe, | 
reddening. Were we both to die to-mor- 
row, I believe we ſhould not even'think 
of it! But dear friend, it is better in my 
opinion that—that—you ſhould leave me. 
At this propoſal I was ſeized with a js 
greater fright than I had ever experienced N 
in my life. A cold ſweat came over me. 11188 
Ten naked ſwords drawn and put to my | 
breaſt, would not have cauſed me ſuch a "188 
trembling as I felt at this moment. | | o 
Perhaps ſhe read in my looks the exceſs. bl 
of anxiety which ſhe had juſt raiſed in my 4 
ſoul; for ſhe neither did inſiſt nor anſwer 
a word, when I proteſted, that never in 
my life, I would loſe the fight of ber. as 
ſoon as day appears, I added, I will take ' 15 
care that your father ſhall be informed of 1 
the events of this night. He muſt decide, 
whether his daughter ſhall continue the 
ES. 2. 
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wife of a man, fo little ſenſible of what is 
honeſt, and of the indelible conſequences 
of infamy, and then — I wanted reſolution 
to ſay, what, in my opinion, ſhould be 
the reſult. From the calmneſs of her looks, 
which from my hand flowly fell towards 
the floor, I concluded that the had under- 
ſtood my 'filence. af 
la the moſt delightful intimacy, we 
ales arm in arm round the room: ſhe 
ſeemed. to have recovered the power of 
ſpeech. 5 
Should you know, my dear Maurice !— 


I muſt give you that name, which brings 


to my mind the recollection of the happieſt 
moments of my life;—Should you know 
how they ſurprized me !—Only three weeks 
have paſſed, fince I was informed that I was 
to marry the Count; and ever ſince yeſ- 

terday, this marriage | 
Shall be diffolved ! I eagerly nnn 
It ſhall be, I warrant you ! 


My mother, continued ſhe, gare me 
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the firſt intelligence of my impending miſ- 
fortune; my father had received a letter 


from Counteſs Waller, in which, having 


firſt acknowledged the. ancientneſs and 


high ſervices of our family, ſhe next in- 
formed him of the projects of her nephew, 
who, ſhe ſaid, had ſeen me at LV, 
adding that from this period, his moſt 
ardent wiſh had been to obtain my hand, 
and that with a noble title he was himſelf 
rich, and ſole heit to his aunt, who idolized 
him. 


Tou are not ignorant how much che 


heart of my kind father always was open 
to flattery, eſpecially on the ſubject of his 
children, or his pedigree. 
ing his time in reflections on this occaſion, 


even without conſulting my inclination; he 


directly anſwered, that though he had no 


objection to the match, yet before he gave 
his conſent, he wiſhed to be a little ac- 
A ſew 


quainted with his future ſon- in- law. 
days after the Count being arrived, con- 


Without ſpend- 
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_ firmed by his pref ence the favourable im- 
preſſion which had already been made 
on my S 5 mind by the letter. from the 
Counteſs. 
When I W it he leaſt, my father 
came into my room, leading the Count, 


whom he immediately introduced to me, as 
my intended huſband: I was thunder ſtruck. 


Alas! was this ſtill wanting to compleat 
my affliction ? Several times I had ſeen you 


"paſſing under my window; which, after ſuch | 


a long time, had awakened in my heart a 


recollection of the innocent ſports of our 
former years. O Lemberg! (ſhe with a 


tender look dropt her head upon my ſhoul- 
der.) You did not even ſo much as lift 
up your eyes to me! I wiſhed fo much 
to have a converſation with you; — to 
talk with you of the eb hours of 
my life. 

At firſt, fopakig you did not know 
that I was at L* A, I could not long reſiſt 
my wiſh that you ſhould be informed 
| | "0s 
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of it. One day as you walked before the 
houſe (an officer was with you) I haſtened 
to the window, which J opened, calling to 
you: My. Lemberg, by what chance ere 
you. at L,* **?. when you hardly turned 
your head, or bowed ta me from a diſtance; > 96 
thus in vain I drew upon me the attention 20 
of every perſon in the ſtreet. , 

Amelia checked a tear that ſprung from 
her eyes: mine vere running in a ſtream. 

I would have attempted an apology, had * 
been able to utter a word. 

From this moment, continued ſhe, I con- 
ceived a ſpite againſt you, and my reſent- 
ment was attended with ſtill more anxiety, 
than my inquiſitiveneſs had been hitherto. 
At firſt I kept myſelf conſtantly at the in- 
dow, to let you know that I inhabited the 
ſame town as you; and ſince I was ſo con- 
ſtantly at it, that you might find I was 
angry with you. Your poſterior conduct 
increaſed my uneaſineſs, for you did not 

honour me with a ſingle look, you feemed 
as if afraid of meeting my eyes. 
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Such was the ſituation of 1 my heart, when 
| my father arrived at L* *. Every one in 
concert intreated me to accept the pre- 
tended good fortune that I was to have 
enjoyed, in my union with the Count. 
Every one, from the governeſs to the 
youngeſt boarder, extolled the degree of 
happineſs which was intended for me. You 
are going to marry a Count ſaid one; what 
a fine dreſs you will have for your wedding, 
{aid another. Thus affailed on every ſide, 
ſurprized unawares, forgotten, perhaps diſ- 
dained by the friend of my infancy, by him 
whom I ſhould have forgotten the laſt— 
Forgotten! exclaimed IJ. Oh! I had 
not forgotten you! and one tear ſucceed- 
ing another, fell upon her hand, which 1 
held cloſely preſſed againſt my heart. 
And to puniſh him — that ungrateful 
man concluded ſhe; pointing to me with 
a ſmile: I have given my hand to the 
Count, and devoted en een e 
Sans. n SCRE Ht 
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CONTINUATION. : lg 


Tx happineſs! Kr I; and my _ 
dent heart, from which this exclamation 


ſprung. beat with joy at my being able to 


give her this aſſurance. Was it not plain 
from her words, that I was loved by her, 
and that ſhe would not think herſelf hap- 
PV, before ſhe was diſengaged with the 
Count, and had him replaced—by me ? 


This ſeemed to me the moſt My, taſk | in 


the world! 


I cannot forbear ſmiling at the recol- ; 


lection of [theſe trifling circumſtances, 


paſſed in the moſt perfect innocence. 


Our little experience muſt be our excule ; 
for, in truth, we were but children; and 
as happy as we could poſſibly be. 


Had I been able to have procured 8 


meſſenger, continued Amelia, in a trium- 
Vol, II. C * Phaut 
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aan 
phant meſſage, I would 'have informed 
vou that I was going to marry a Count. 
Had you paſſed under my window, 1 
would have left nothing untried, till you 
had been appriſed of my ſituation— ſo 
great was my eagerneſs to let you know 
how very little I concerned myſelf about 
you. Thus diſappomted in my revengeful 
project, I did not, however, loſe every 
hope, on the wedding day, when I thought 
you could not fly from me. To me alone 
; you ; are indebted for the many invitations 
that were ſent to you: for'I had refolved 
that you ſhould be a witneſs to my mar- 
rying a Count fince you 
Saying this, Amelia leering at me, nod- 
ded three or four times with her head, as 
children do, when falling out in their play. 
they mean to ſay —ſee! ! I can pay” _ 
out you! 

Yet as I heard that you were indifpoſed 
and unable to be preſent at the feaſt, all 
my good humour left me, and was ſucceed- 
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ed by a cruel uneaſineſs. A thouſand 
confuſed and melancholy: ideas crowded 


into my. mind. Sometimes I fancied that 


this feaſt had been contrived: only to diſ- 


treſs you, and even carried this folly to 


ſuch a degree as to perſuade myſelf, when 


I miſſed you, that the wedding ſhould 
not take place : but what were my feelings, 
when I ſaw the. miniſter come two or 


three times more I looked anxiouſly for 


your preſence: and as you did not appear 


—oh Maurice! I was on the point of 


ſcreaming out and leaving the room. -1 
could ſee nothing.; hear nothing; all was 
darkneſs in my eyes: ſcarcely I had utter- 


£edithe fatal oath, when 1 fainted away. 


Every one hurried to my aſſiſtance. 
But for the whole day I could not recover 


any degree of «calmneſs, Twenty times 


ſpeaking to the Count, I was on the point 


of addreſſing him by the name of my dear 


Maurice | twenty times theſe fatal words 


died on my faultering lips. Never had 
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the recollection of your perſon painted it- 


ſelf to my mind more ſtron gly than in this 


moment, when T had juſt contracted an 
obligation ever to forget you. Alas! J 


was not able to ſilence my heart, my looks 
could not turn from your image, conſtant- 


ly preſent in my eyes. Several times my 


mother enquired into the cauſe of ſuch 


melancholy ſilence on what ſhe called the 
moſt glorious day of my life, and blamed 
me for alarming the Count by a ridiculous 


behaviour. An appearance of joy aſſum- 


ed by Waller, had not more ſincerity than 
mine: he was laughed at by every one 


of the company. 


Oh! how often did my eyes, drowned 
in tears, hunt after you among the croud 


of the gueſts and ſpectators! my reſent- 
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ment had now abated. It was no longer 


to triumph in your eyes, that I wiſhed 
to ſee you, but to make you the confidant 


of my grief. Whenever i indulged myſelf 


in my forrowful reflections, I thought 1 


heard 


MAURICE, 29 
heard a voice whiſpering to me let your 
beart be eaſy, you ſhalt ſee him! when 
my anxious looks again tried to meet 
you in the crowd ;. but in vain, always in 
vain ! 3 

The idea of the approaching night 
increaſed my perplexity: even my father, 


in a very improper manner, wiſhed to 
accelerate the hour when the company 


was to ſeparate. As often as I could do it 
without being noticed by others, I conjur- 


ed him not to be ſo haſty; but he laughed 


at me and made a joke of my perplexed 
fituation.. Mean while the company in- 
ſenfibly grew thinner, till I was left alone 
with my mother and the Counteſs, A 
flood of tears ran down my cheeks; 1 
ſobbed loudly; neither their careſſes nor 
their humorous jokes could avail to quiet 
my mind. In vain I begged they would 
grant me another day, they were inexora- 
ble and at laſt left me alone in the room. 


My former fituation is not to be com- 


C3 pPared 
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pared with that in which I now found' my- 
ſelf. Every idea of comfort, every hope 
had left me. I had not the leaſt proſpect 
of avoiding my impending misfortune ; my 
wretched heart, not to fink entirely under 
the weight of my ſufferings, ſtill clung to 
a chimera. J was like a delirious perſon, 
oh! my dear Maurice could I hide ſome- 
thing from you ?—you had the greateſt 
ſhare. in theſe ravings of deſpair :. one 
moment, you made me forget my huſ- 
band. 

Vet chis laft, this aol 3 
tion was ſoon taken from me. The Count 
entered the apartment, his perplexity was. 
viſible on his countenance, and his hand, 
which. he offered . ſtill more trembling 
than my own. A. gloomy ſorrow fat on 
his brow ; (at leaſt 1 thought that I per- 
ceived it) and his lips, with which he 
attempted to preſs my hand, were as 
frozen. He pretended a violent pain 
in his head and complained of an intolera- 

4 | ble 


| MAU Nek. ; 31 

ble heat; then he ſaid no more: ſoon 
however having muttered a few unintelli- 
gible words, he put out all the candles: as 
he proceeded, I: felt all hope vaniſhing 


away: till at-laſt it nearly diſappeared 3, not 


alittle reſembling the faint darkeningofthis. 


lamp, placed on a table next to me. And 
vuhen this being entirely exhauſted, I found 


myſelf ſurrounded with total darkneſs— 


oh! Maurice! I loſt even the remem· | 


brance of my deplorable fituation. 

- L can only confuſedly recollect that the 
Count now began again to complain, of 
his head ache, and went out of the room 
under pretence of wanting a ſmelling bot 
tle. Thus left alone and helpleſs in a 
ſtrange, dark room, at a time when— Oh! 
Maurice! What a fituation e 
ching was dreadfully filent around me; I 
could perceive nothing but the precipitate: 
beating-of my diſtreſſed heart. In this terri- 


fying condition I wiſhed eagerly for the. 


return of the Count. Every moment my 
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32 MAURICE-: 

terror increaſed; I went groping” to the 
door, which having found, I opened it, 
with as little noiſe as poſſible; when 1 
heard ſome ſteps on the ſtairs: as the 
ſound approached, I held forth my hand. 
—Oh ! how different ! --a burning hand 
now- heated mine; a ſtronger breath; a 
ſteadier ſtep ; a more animated geſture. 
All the tranſports of the Count were no- 
thing to what I now met—!I could judge 
it from my own feelings But I wanted 
ſtrength to call to my aſſiſtance, and cou- 
rage to heſitate. An unaccountable ſenſa- 
tion, a vague proſpect filled my heart. 
My eyes ſaw nothing, but my hand could 


feel. It was not the Count that preſſed 


me between his arms. Oh! it could not 
be him! But who then? whiſpered an 
interior voice; I combated this fort of 
reproach, ſaying to myſelf, with a con- 
ſcious spite—no, it is not the Count! 
and it was Niaü ce! my dear Maurice 
I knew 
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1 knew it, oh! I knew it! but how 1 
came to know it, I am ftill unable to ſay. 

Amelia tenderly dropt into my arms, . 
As ſhe preſſed me in her own, the whole 
univerſe vaniſhed like a dream. We were 
hovering in the ſkies. 
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e P. VI. 


eobxress WALLER APPEARS AND DISAPPEARS 
IN A MOMENT. 


9 - 
— S » . 


TEE night paſſed on in theſe enchant- 
ing effuſions of reciprocal tenderneſs, and 


a new ray of light illumined my ſoul. 


Till then I had little troubled myſelf 
with reflections on the paſt, perhaps 
leſs on what was to come. Now I began 


to prepare myſelf for the great events 
that were likely to happen, and tried to 


ſummon all my courage. Amelia's anxi- 
ety was beyond meaſure; even my aſſur- 
ance ſeemed to increaſe her terror; no 
doubt, from her not my able to imitate 
me. 

ea 4nochied at the door, crying 
—Mr. Lemberg, you muſt open it! 
Amelia ftarted up with fright: with the 


ſword in my hand, I ran to the door, 


ECB "0 which 


which being lag the Counteſs Waller 
entered the room. 


She had the 3 of a mani 


who comes, with a ſmile, to tell his friend 


that he has juſt loſt a trifle, for inſtance, a 
few thouſand pounds, through a little ſpe- 
culation in which he has failed. Good 


morning to the three huſbands wife! ſaid 
ſhe with a loud laugh, addrefling Ame- 


lia. By means of this, continued ſhe 
giving her a ſealed paper, you will at 


once get rid of two of thema Count 


and a Lieutenant and be left in the poſ 
ſeſſion of an Enſign! ſaying theſe laſt 
words, as ſhe was going to the door, ſhe 


had her faced turned to me, and her hand 


placed in a poſition as if to avoid a box 
on the ear; then ſhe. left the room, and 


went down the ſtairs in a fit of laughter: 


A moment after her carriage having paſſed 
under the windows, we ſoon loſt. e of 
her Wim 
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CH AP. VII. 


THEN IT 1s YES! 


TIE paper was directed to Colonel 
Loehmnitz, the father of Amelia. I ad- 


viſed her to deliver it to him immediately; 
for from what had dropt from the Coun- 
teſs, I was too much concerned in its 
contents, not to be uneaſy on that account. 
But Amelia wiſhed that I would wait till 
her father came, as ſhe was afraid leſt ſhe 


ſhould be ſurprized by the Count. At 


length the Colonel came in accompanied 
by his wife. 

No, faid he as he FOE" the door, 
ſomething ſtrange muſt have happened in 


the night: I have been awaked ſeveral 


times, by a great noiſe in the houſe, 


Come, we muſt fee! _ 


As ſoon as he ſaw me, he tod A pedel. 
But ſuddenly ſeizing my arm, and draw- 
. | ing 
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ing me to the window, he ctied in a tone 
of rage. What the devil! Maurice in his 
night gown !—in my daughter's room 
Tell me how !—Speak make haſte 
His lady ſtood at a diſtance with her 
eyes fixed upon us. Amelia was as my- 


ſelf. Without uttering a word, I gave 


the parcel to the Colonel, who quickly 
opened it; when ſome pieces of paper fell 
on the floor. 1 picked them up, and as 
I tried to join them together, I found 
them to be a marriage contract chat had 
been torn to pieces. 3 
Confound it cried the Colotiet' con- 
found it! trembling in all his limbs. Read, 


Jenny, read! added he putting the paper 


into the hands of his wife, who! read a as 
follows: 


_ « Laſt night things have "_ in che 


room of the new married couple, which 
no human tongue can diſcloſe.“ 
Ah! my boy! cried the Colonel col- 


laring me. Amelia gave a ſhriek, whilft 


her 
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38 MAURIC E. | 
her mother attempted to get me away 
from bis hands. Had he ſmothered me, 
I would not have reſiſted... 

For god's ſake ! exclabnagt Mrs. Hr 
nitz, let-him alone, at leaſt until I ve 
done reading! _. 
No, cried he; No! ey 8 me 
ſtill cloſer, he ſhook me with ſuch violence 
as threatened the diſlocation of my jaw 
bone. His wife continued reading: 

My nephew is taken occaſionally. with 
fits of inſanity ; this he ſhewed laſt night. 


Your daughter as well as. > young PRES 


may tell you.” 

Tell! Tell! exclai nal the Colonel out 
of patience, taking the hand of Amelia, 
whom he ſhook. nearly as roughly as he 
had done me. Had he not ceaſed to treat 
her in this wild manner, I would certainly 
have interfered ; but he ſeemed at laſt to 
grow milder; his hand, with which he held 


his daughter, gradually opening, he at laſt 


left her at liberty, holding only her arm, 
n 
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which he kept ſwinging. Is that true? 
aſked he now and then of Amelia, who 
nodded her approbation, e min 
ing at her mother. 


Whilſt I was ſpeaking, Louiſa came into 


che room. What do you want? cried the 
Colonel to her in a ſevere tone. She ſlow- 


ly ſhut the door, with every mark of aſto- 


niſnment painted on her countenance. 
When I had done Tpexkirigs: he ſtarted. 


thropgh On ina thoughtful air, he 
ſeized the piſtol, and ran tothe door. I ran 
after him, he went down the ſtairs, inceſ- 


ſantly crying out: agen is 8 Where | 


ſhall I find him? + 4d 2 
But no Count was to be found. 1 oll 


running to meet us, ſaid that he was gone. 


Gone! cried her father, taking hold of 


her. Why did you let him go? The poor 


girl was ſo dreadfully alarmed, as nearly 


to faint: the Colonel let her go, and ſtood 


a few: moments immoveable in the ſame 


place; 
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40 M AKUATIc E. 
place; till ſuddenly | graſping my hand, 


which he ſhook in a terrible manner, he 


cried out : you ſay you dragged him out of 
the room ? yes, replied I; and kicked him 


down ſtairs! then he ſeemed to recover 


a degree of calmneſs, and caſting his eyes 
upon Louiſa, who ſupported herſelf againſt 
a pillar, he took her by the hand, ſaying, 


in a careſſing tone come, child; ; BP 


muſt ſce and hear. | 

As we returned into the room, we 
found Amelia and her mother melting 
into tears. Read on! ſaid the Colonel, 
throwing himſelf in a'chair, with ſuch vi- 
olence as to put it out of Joint. 

« May tell you.” 

Zounds! that has already Jews rod 


_ cried he. She continued: “ your daughter 


will live happier with an enſign, young 
and prudent,. than with a Count, fickly 
and extravagant; therefore, 1 have 


ſent you the marriage contract torn 


to pieces, and within a month you will : 
receive 


M AUR IC. 4 
receive the act of divorce. Mean while I 
adviſe you not to fay a word about this 
unpleaſant circumſtance : it is better to 
bury it in filence than make ourſelves, 
eſpecially your daughter, laughed at by 
the public. This is the reaſon of my 
ſuddenly leaving the place: I advife you 
to imitate my example, if you do not wiſh 
to draw upon you the attention of every 
body.. I diffolve for ever the marriage. 
contracted by my nephew, and you will 
be unjuſt if you wiſh to puniſh me for his 
follies. If he ever falls into your hands; 
which I much doubt, as he went on horſe- 
back, an hour ago, and nobody knows 
which road he is gone, I am fure, know- 
ing your ſenſe of honor, that you will for 
ever cure him from taking a wife for the ; 
uſe of another. Farewell! once more I 
recommend to you the ſtricteſt ſecrecy— 
your own character and that of your 
daughter command it. Hm, 
I would knock his brains out! cried 


the 


the Colonel that 1 may ** upon f 
and if that — was not a woman—by G—!. 
Now, Jenny, what do you think of that? 
continued he addreſſing his wife; this lit- 
tle: fellow dragged them both out of the. 
room? would you have believed it? 
Les, yes, he did ! cried Amelia, with: 
tears of joy trickling, from her eyes. Mrs. 
Lehmnitz and Louiſa were looking at me 
with aſtoniſhment. The moſt anxious: 
curioſity was painted in every feature of, 
the latter; but in this moment we were 
not able to anſwer nx of her repeated 
queſtions. 

But now, what . Ms to . ed. Gd 
Amelia's mother.- 1 | 

I wiſh, you were —interrupted her 1 
band: Don't you ſee that Iam ſo perplexed, 
that I hardly yet know what has happened. 
How ſhould I be able ta ſay what is to 
come next. The devil! can't you indulge. 
me with a moments reflection? * 


3 4 
a > 
yy 
5 


Menne 438 


We will leave papa alone! ſaid L.ouiſa 
eagerly, come Amelia; you muſt tell me 

F will not have it! exclaimed the Colo- 
nel. Louiſa remained filent. 


3 Apropos Jenny continued he, you 


muſt examine her, pointing to Amelia, if 
perhaps —if—1 hope you underſtand me! 
— Go then! you een e mh 


were but ſo high !— 

Mrs. Lehmmitz los Addi by the 
hand, led her into the next room. Lou- 
iſa offered to follow them, but the door. 


was ſhut upon her; when. ſhe turned to 


the window, with her eyes bathed in tears. 


The Colonel took me aſide, and. aſked. 


me in a low voice, now tell me, my 
friend —has not the devil parent ſome 
of his trick? 
All my blood. roſe in che face: * crem- 
bled like a criminal. 
. Come, my good fellow if you dare 
not ſpeak, only anſwer with a nod of your 
head, yes or no! It could be but yes! 
—— Alas 
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46 MA UNI. 15 
-= Alas to nod a negative 1 was utterly | 
impoſſible— my head kept motionleſs. 
1 don t aſk you-to ſpeak only nod lo 
you do not move !=then it is yes lis 
it ?—yes, yes cried he ſuddenly, as he 


let me go: Jenny! Jenny? Come 90 
may come in! 


Mrs. Lehmnitz returned with Amelia. 
He took her hand, which he put in mine. 
See Jenny! ſaid he to his wife, two large 
tears droping from his eyes; ſee ! theſe two 
children muſt be united—they moſt! 
They muſt—echoed RY. Jumping 
up to us. 

To be ſure ! reſumed the Colonel; 
hive they not Y=why, yes — There is 
no other means than making her his 
wife, Has .not Amelia confeſſed ? —has 
ſhe not told you that that: 

Amelia ſtood: rolling a corner of 1 her. 
handkerchief between her fingers : my 
eyes were fixed on the floor; and the 
anne. Louiſa looked on the window, 
CHAT 
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HAP. VIII. 


WILL THERE BE ANY BLOOD SPILT? 


AN officer coming in, took us from this 


painful ſituation. He brought me a chal 
lenge from Lieutenant Rahm, who, ſaid 
he, left it to my option either to meet him 
with a ſword or a piſtol. Such a meſſage 
greatly alarmed Mrs. Lehmnitz as well as 
her daughters: as to the colonel, he could 
hardly command his joy. I will be his 
ſecond! cried he: but tell Mr. Rahm, 
that brave men only fight with the broad 


ſword: Let him be at * * * about nine ; 


o'clock, we will be ſure to meet him: 


| ſhould this fellow (pointing at me) ſpare 
him too much, I will take care that he 


ſhall be ſatisfied. For, do you ſee (point- 
ing to Amelia) this is my daughter. 
Pleaſe to tell him that from me. 


H dad e ſpoken, when the three 


Women 
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women filled the room with their cla- 
mours, Have you forgotten, {aid the 
Colonel to his wife, that once I fought 
three Auſtrians together? and you, (to 
Amelia) that he alone has thrown thoſe 
two fellows out of this room? I will not 
have you ſtun me again with your cries! 

He directly diſpatched his man for my 
regimentals and my ſword. Mean while, 
he-led me-with him through the room, 
holding me cloſe by the arm; and as we 
walked together, he liftened to the com - 
plaints of the ladies, preſſing me with 
more eagerneſs at every figh he could 
hear from any of them, chat it might not 
elcape my notice. 

When my uniform was brought in, he 
helped me to put it on; then putting 
his watch on the table, every quarter of an 
hour that paſſed, he took care to mention 
it. At a quarter before nine, the horſes 
were brought to the door, when the 
moſt e intreaties from his wife 
and 


* 
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and children could not avail to detain 
us a moment longer. In vam they clung 
alternately to me and to their father; ho- 
nour calls me; don't be fooliſh children 
this was the only conſolation he offered 
them. However he kept another for 
Amelia, which he would not mention 
before he reached the foot of the ſlairs: 
He will bring you two fingers of his adver- 
ſary, as a wedding compliment, ſaid he 
to her. Do not you feel an anticipated 
ſatisfaction, child? but the child fainted. 
Without ſhewing any more concern about 
her, he took me by the hand, ſaying:— 
She is a coward! Come; I was s not be. 
rious! | 


48  MAURICE, 


| os n o OA "1X: 


* 


ONLY TWO FINGERS 2 ot WILL BE OVER 


Mavkice: "ey 5 as; we mane, on, 
upon recollection, it would not be amiſs 
for you to nip off a couple of his fingers. 
Why ſhould he have attempted to lay his 
hand on forbidden fruit. Mark that! (he 
made a certain motion with his hanger) if, 
when he does not expect it, vou make 
this feint with your ſword, his two fingers 
under the hilt will be uncovered; you 
may nip them at once: then, it is all 
over, and you become the beſt friends in 
the world. 
Strange as it appeared to me, I was 
obliged to give him my word that I would 
take every means to cut t wo fingers of 
my adverſary's hand. We arrived at 


* # *, where Rahm and his ſecond ſoon 
met us. | | 


At 
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At the ſight of Rahm I could: hardly 49 
command my rage. All the events of J 
the preceding night recurred to my mind. FR 
drew my ſword with as much haſte as a 1 
few hours before I had taken up the piſtol, ti 
Rahm did the ſame. His ſword wizzed 
over my head; we ruſhed at one another, 
thruſt for thruſt. 
Remember what I told you? Sie the 
Colonel, who never went from wy ben | 1 
The wedding preſent! 11119 0 F< 1 
But 1 had not to contend with's a unk i 
ſkilful fencer. Rahm attacked me with vn 
ſo much dexterity and vigour that another ffi 
more experienced than I was, had hardly [ 
been able to bear the conteſt, ' © 1 
We obſerved the greateſt 4 only 
interrupted 17 the Colonel, who, at each 
blow, kept calling to me Maurice! | 
Remember what I told you! 14 nf 1 
We had three aſſaults withoutany blood: 
ſhed. Bravo, bravo, my boys! repeat- ; 
edly cried the old huſſar, whilſt we were 
Vt. Bt. D | taking 
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raking a hort reſt'; but Maurice. r remem- 
ber what I told you! _ 


"The fourth aſſault, was terrible. R 
by a laſt effort, ſeemed, to have 5 
all his firength. He C came upon me with 
mofe preci pitation than ever. Eyery time 
he ſtruck at me, his fury increaſed 3 but 
as he Char ged me with Tedoubled vigour, 
he neg nike partying, till taking ad- 
vantage of his ling up his ſword, in the 
attempt of. cutting my head aſunder, 1 | 
Jump on one fide, and gave bim a cut on 
his arm ; w \ hen his Tre Mt dyed with his 


| blood, fell A int from his- hand. 


Victory! cried the Colonel, ſtepping 
between us : All 1 is right ! Now. you may 


ſhake hands : : every thing 1 is forgotten. 


Kahm, -with his face turned on the other 
fide, prefented me his left hand; and as 
the Colonel puſhed me. towards him, to 


| give him the kiſs of peace, he turned his 


head back, 0 e could W kiſs his 
car. 
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4; Or ſhame! laid the Colonel, twiſting 
his handkerchief, round the arm of the Lieu- 
tenant. The blood does every thing 
away—you "muſt. be reconciled !_ Then he 
turned Rahm J face towards me, who 

ICec | me with an affectionate ſmile, 
preſſi ing me me with his left Army, the old Co- 


Di 


lonel " Jumping up: for j joy. We then allift. 


ed the Lieutenant on his re. . He 8 | 


returning tot town accompanied, by bis &- 
cond ; when the Fan pong. L 


7 o 


bim: my dear Rahm, ſd he as. he Tos 
ed him, to complete t e buſineſs, © you 
muſt e come with me, and make, 1 it up with 


4 


us wy e dg in red by vou! 2.6 


At this | propoſal I felt my e riſe 


into "ay" face. Spare me ſuch a a niortifica- 
tion, replied Rahm: on any other occa- 
ſion you may diſpoſe of me. F 
Then let it alone until another time, 
ſaid the Colonel. But tell! me, what is the 


reaſon why that other brute would not 
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fleep with 'my daughter ? the devil! ſhe 
is not fo very ugly, though! 

She is an angel anſwered Rahm. I felt 
diſpleaſed at this expreſſion from his 
mouth. 


But, continued he, do not { uk for 


a long explanation at this moment. 
Waller would not have married your 


daughter, but for her portion. He had 
ſquandered away his fortune; that you 
might have cafily known. Through a 
little blunder of Lemberg's his aunt got 
knowledge of you; nor could ſhe ever 
have made a choice more ſuitable to her 
end : -for you are the beſt natured man 
under the fun. As I juſt faid, Waller had 
ruined himſelf during bis ſtay at Paris; 
but ſtill he had loft. fomething more than 


his fortune : you underftand what T mean. 


With regard to his wife, I was to have 
ſupplied this irrecoverable loſs, whilſt he 
enjoyed her fortune. Let this explana- 
tion be ſuſficent for you to day! when 1 

Rr | = 
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53 
am well of my wound, I will beg leave to 
preſent yov my reſpects at your houſe. 
You ſhall be at the wedding! cried the 
Colonel. But mind how you behave ! 


My daughter is—forbidden fruit! Mark 


that! Now, you may ride on, and have 
your wound properly taken care of. 

Saying this he ſpurred on his horſe; and 
we ſet off full gallop. We were received 
by the family with acclamations of joy. 
Amelia examined me from head to foot; 
and tears of pleaſure were in her eyes, 
when ſhe found that I was returned 


unhurt. Mean. while her father having. 


ordered the horſes to: be put to, they 
all got into the coach. I accompanied 
them no farther than the gate of * * *: 
the Colonel would not allow me to go 
beyond it. Amelia held her charm- 
ing white hand to me out. of the coach 
door; and her father cried to me: 
within a month, my brave el 1, © as 
ſoon as that old devil of B * * * (hall have 
e ſent 
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CHAP L 


LOVE AND SUBORDINATION. 


DURING the four weeks which Ame- 
la and I had been doomed to live diftant 
from one another, our correſpondence 
was extremely frequent; All this interval 
of time was to me an uninterrupted ſuc< 


cefſion of pleaſure and mentaFenjoyment ; 


the effect of the pureſt love, and the dear- 


eſt hope. I was impatient to ſee again 
my Amelia; firſt I counted the days, 


then the hours, and the very minutes; 
each of which ſeemed to me as long as the 
whole time of our ſeparation. 


At laſt, I was informed that the act of 


D 4 _ divorce 
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divorce had been obtained, and actually 


handed to the Colonel. 


2 ume my dear Maurice! ſaid Amelia 
in her laſt letter to me, — fly into my 
arms! J with my eyes may be the firſt 


that ſee you, my arms the firſt that em- 


brace you, my lips the firſt that reſt on 
yours: I muſt be the firſt that breathe 
the ſoft breath from your mouth, and that 


you preſs againſt your heart. Therefore 


remember not to alight in the caſtle court, 


but at the garden door, where I ſhall wait 
for you. From thence we wilt run to 
my father's room, then to my mother's, 
then every where. I cannot fleep, before 
I have ſeen you; and when you are here, 
I know I ſhall not be able to fleep at all. 


Should you not arrive the day after to- 
morrow, between four and fix, I muſt 
conclude either that you are dead, or that 


you have ceaſed to love 


6 Your AMELIA.,” 
| Theſe 
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-- Theſe few lines had a moſt uncommon 
effect upon my feelings. Twenty times, 
when I recollected that to ſaddle my horſe 
required at leaſt five minutes, I was tempt- 
ed to ſet off on foot. Had not ſome offi» 
cers ſlopped me, I would have gone with- 
out leave; in ſhort I. could not command 
my impatience. | 8 

1 muſt be there between four and fix! 
ſaid I to. the General, as I aſked him for 
leave of abſence z: nor did I think I could 
have alledged more engaging motives to 
induce him to grant me thy . 1 ſo 
much wiſhed for. 2 * 

My dear Lemberg, it is likely hh you 
cannot be there at the appointed time, 
ſaid the old warrior With a ſmile; for he 
knew ſomething of my adventure. 

If one minute later, cried I, the will 
think I am either dead'or unfaithful ; 

The motives of your journey are very 1 8 

of a military man! replied the General. 
I ſuppoſe myſelf in your fituation : at nine 
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o'clock to morrow, morning your Kae 
ſhall be delivered n 

10 ſtood petrified... At nine o clock to 
morrow. morning! in ſeven hours time I. 
muſt travel two and thirty leagues! im- 
pofüble! No ſooner had I made this cal- 
culation, than I turned back, with an in- 
| tention to go to my lodging and directly 
| ſet off without leave. 

Hot headed young man! cried the Ge- 
neral. I gueſs at your deſign! a ſoldier 
| ſhould know how to love and be obedient. 
Here is your furlough for fix months: 
but you ſhall not receive it before fix 
o'clock morrow. Now it reſts with you 
either to ſtop or to go. 

I! got to the door in ſilence. 

Tell John directly to get on horſeback, 
added the General, and let him order 
freſh horſes to be ready at every ſtage : you 
may make uſe of my name. As to your- 
{elt, remember that love ſhould be as con- 
| deſcenqding 
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He left me. 
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I wept through 
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Minit a tervible night J had to pas 
my love contending with my duty, alter- 
nately triumphed over it, or was con- 
quered by it. Nothing was left untried 
by my friends that could diſpel my anxi- 
ety; but J could not be fatisfied, before 
T heard the clock ſtrike fix, when the ad- 
jutant brought my furlough. In a mo- 
ment 1 was on my horſe, who for two 
hours had been waiting at the door, ready 
ſaddled and bridled. 

Poor horſe ! cried my comrades ; and I 
rode off full gallop. The ground ſhook 
under me; my hair and my horſe's main 
ftood up whizzing. My mind was at the 
feet of Amelia, and my body thirty two 
edges Giffant woe her. Whenever this 
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idea came uppermoſt, my mw n, was 
always the ſufferer. - } | 
At every ſtage my. name and the Gene- 
ral's were carefully taken down, that we 
might be informed whether the horſes had 
been returned ſafe or not; ſo on to the 
laſt ſtage, where I was obliged to buy the 
pony, the poſt maſter ſeeing that which 
had brought me to his houſe; Gy vero 
tha arbeit: 2 ot % nd ae 
It wanted a e of an hour of Gus 
when I firſt deſeried the turrets of Lehm- 
nitz caſtle, I nearly forgot what Amelia 
had ſo much inſiſted e, to arrive at 
the garden door. 10 6 © 
Within muſket: ſhot ah ai . 
hillock riſes, that commands the whole 
_ gardens; the center of which is occupi- 
ed by a terrace. On' this I thought J per- 
ceived' ai woman deſcending in haſte, af: 
ter ſhe had ſeen; me coming down the 


hill, Who can ſhe be but Amelia? ſaid 


1 to myſelf ; ſhe runs to meet me: 
1 
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In a moment I was at the pardon door, 


: wherez having tied my horſe to a tree, I 


immediately- entered. Amelia was not 
there! ſhe had told me however that 
mne would be at this door! I whiſper- 
ed within myſelf; following the walk 
that led up to the terrace Neither 
was the there Had ſhe really been upon 
the terrace, thought I, he might have 
come twenty times to the garden door, 


before I reached it. At this moment I 


was ſeized with a violent pain i in my head, 
cauſed by the air and the motion of my 
horſe ; but which as long as 1 had enter- 
tained any hopes of meeting Amelia at 
the appointed place, J had not been ſenſi- 
ble of. A little Chineſe temple was at the 
foot of che terrace: I approached it, and 
having thanced' to look through a win- 
dow, I-faw—heaven !- what a fight! 
Amelia was fitting' upon a ſopha, with 
a man dreſſed in blue regimentals, who 
held her between his arms, his head reſt- 


ing 


MAURICE. 


ing on che boſom of the unfaithful crea- 
ture, Vhilſt they: were «mprguſly. Jogking 
at. one. another. 
turned ſmiling towards the window that 


was oppoſite to them. The man ſeemed. 


to be ſtill very young; nor were his fea 


tures entirely: unknown to me; c but this 


was not a time for reſlections. 

N. 0 pen could eee repre- 
ſeat, no tongue expreſs what 1 felt in this 
moment. Drawing my ſword, I rulhed 
into the temple; Pierced the young man, 
who, as he ftepped to me with; a ſmile, 
only increaſed my fury; .puſhed away 
Amelia, who with a ſhriek hung to my 
neck, went out of this fatal place, croſſed 

the enen got upon my hoxſe, and gal- 


loped away: This dreadful tragedy paſſed 
in leſs than two minutes, during Which 1 


2 


experienced an inexpreſſible anxiety. Ne- 
ver has the imagination the moſt {killed 


in \ inve issen torgures, been * to mow 
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trive any thing like what felt on this oc- 
caſion. 


To what i pals had I nearly killed 


four horſes * to find Amelia 1 in the arms 


of another man! 


Whenever this dreadful e recurred 
to my mind, I ſhook my head ſlowly. 


My ſoul ſunk under the weight of my 
grief: my tongue was parched up: I 
could hear nothing; and ſoon my wander- 
ing eyes could ſee nothing but the head 


of my horſe, who Salloped at random 


through the fields. 


F 


CHAP. 
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.d AR III. 


A:NORTUENAL ADVENTURE. 


2 


calmness returning to my mind enabled me 
to unravel this confuſion of contrary ſen- 
timents that contended within me, 1 cannot 
fay. Certain it is that it was very late in 


the evening, when tears Hog” to ſtream 
from my eyes. 


I was ignorant which way my horſe 5 
brought me; nor had I even thought of it 
had not a bough of a tree ſtruck acroſs my 


face. I was then in the middle of a thick 
coppice, which my horſe ſtrove to get his 
way through, probably from my having 
now and then unconſciouſſy ſpurred. him. 
Here 1 alighted, and here only I found 
how much I was exhauſted by the pains 1 
had juſt ſuffered both in my mind and 
9 I was not able to ſtand on my legs: 


My 
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My horſe ſtopped at a little diftance from 
me, to appeaſe his hunger-by-ſtripping the ; 
underwood of its young leaves. 

I laid myſelf on the ground; my 16 
hand fupporting my head; whilſt with the 
other I took up a tuft. ofigraſs, which 1 
flung from me. Not. a ſigh iſſued from 
my heart; not a word from my lips: the 
ſource of my tears was dried up; my ſilent 
ſorrow: centered in my ſoul. This ſingle 
motion of my right hand was the en Outs | 
ward appearance it ever aſſumed. 
Amelia in the arms of another! This 
| lus carding | image was inceſſantly before 
my eyes. Now and then it would give way 
to that of my rival weltering in his blood; 
but this idea was not attended with ſuch 
torturing pangs by far as the other. 

It grew towards night. A violent ſtorm 
had riſen. The wind, which whistled 
among the branches of the trees that ſur- 
rounded me, agitated: their tops and ſhook 
them to their foundation. Large drops of 

rain 


| | NM AV” K 1 CE. 
rain fell upon my hands and face. My 
feet; cold and hunger made him neigh; 


whilſt thick darkneſs covered the ſurround- 


ing country, the whole creation was n 
and gloomy as my ſoul. 


The ſtorm thus eee the ncighs | 


bouring country, greatly ſympathiſed with 
the feelings of my heart. Wrapping my- 


felf up in my great coat, I hid my hands in 


my boſom, after I had covered my head 


with my handkerchief; and thus unmind- 
rr 


ground, My ſoul, wrapped up in itſelf, 
began to contemplate with confidence the 


ſad images which my imagination called to 


remembrance, and it ſeemed at length to 


be reconciled: to them. That happy ſtate 
of moral ee gave 661m to con- 


„ oh S ©. 
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9 Amelia made me ſhudder; yet 


ber image was constantly before my eyes. 
Should 
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—_ : MAURTCE;, 
Should I have returned to my quarters, 
raiſed aſtoniſhment in every one of my 
friends, expoſed myſelf to their farcaſms, 
and a thouſand painful unanſwerable enqui- 
ries ? — Rather have fled to the extremities 
of the world! I wiſhed however that they 
might: be informed how 'I had dealt with 
my rival ; but on the other hand, the cow- 
ardly manner in which I had done it, was 
tepugnant to my ſenſe of honour : it raiſed 
a a ſentiment of ſhame in my breaſt ; for I 
had attacked him unawares; and might 
have feared leſt I ſhould be > e and 
Paniſhed as a vile aſſaſſin. 

Tbus at laſt my indignation for an un- 
faithful woman, my pride humbled, fear of 
contempt, conſcious ſhame, and that anx- 


iety, the never failing attendant of a baſe 


action, drove me to the deſperate reſolution 
of flying for ever from my regiment, of en- 
tering even as a private, under a fictious 
name, into the ſervice of a foreign power, 
and thus baffle every purſuit of my friends. 
L had 
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1 had no ſooner fixed upon this plan, 
| than Ii arole from the ground with a view 
to accompliſh it. Yet, Where was I? 
which way had I come into this coppice? 
How could I get out of it? Thus per- 
plexed, taking the mane of my horſe, I ſet 
my foot in the ſtirrup, from which 1 took 


it in the ſame moment, reſolved to wait till 


the day was come. Amidſt this uncertainty, 
I heard the barking of a dog, which, from 
the noiſe, I concluded not to be very far 
diſtant. Leading my horſe by the bridle, 
I tried to get as near as poſſible. As I 
walked through the coppice, the barking 
became louder, till I found myſelf in an 
open place, at the other end of which, 
through the thick leaves, I ſaw the faint 
light of alamp. 

Had I not been convinced of the impor. 
ſibility of ever getting out of the wood, 


without the aſſiſtance of a guide, no con- 


ſideration would haveibeen able to perſuade 
me to go towards the light, conſcious as I 
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70 MAVURICE. 

was that every ſtranger might ſee in my 

eyes all the particulars -of my adventure; 

nor did I come to this reſolution before 1 

had wandered ſome time in the wood and 

uſeleſsly ſought for an outlet þ 
Figs 12-3 NIV HAF 
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5 % n ic 1 1 03. 9065 4 
1 A 808. * HANS. 
Aare u te bocle, 1 Wenig 
knocked at the ſhutter. WW 15 there ? 
cried a manly. voice? WE OE 


A traveller, who has loſt his way, an- £ 


 Greted 1. 


Tam going to open the AR At the 


ſame time 1 heard the man Jumping out of 
his bed. 


For God's ſake, ene a woman, my 
dear do not open it. Who knows who. it 
is ? They may be-a great number, and 
murder us before we have time to call for 
any affiftance: 

The fears of this woman alarmed me to 
the laſt degree. She took me for an aſſaſ- 
ſin! I almoſt determined again to return 
into the thickeſt part of the wood. 


Probably the man was s conſidering what 
he 
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he was to do. I will take a blunderbutt 
and open the door, faid he at laſt. 


Give me the other, rejoined the woman. , 
I will have papa's hanger, crieda child. c 
The door was opened, and a tall man g 
came out, with a blunderbufs/ in one hand q 
and a lanthorn in the other. Aj woman t 
half dreſſed, with her hair hanging lodſe \ 
about her head, was behind him; and at her n 
fide a child, who with one hand clung to [ 
his father, and with the other held a en ! 
bangen. 4 t 
The man renewed his . to which | | I 
I returned the ſame anſwer. -; My horſe, 0 
which I held by the bridle, ſtretched. his b 
head forwards over my ſhoulder, and be- 
gan to neigh in the ſame manner as horſes I 
generally do, when fodder 18 brought to h 
them, or when they pals before, an inn t 
which they are uſed to. The man! likewiſc v 
looking forwards, brought his light to the fe 
horſe's head. What! Old Hans! ex- 
e d he, ſpeaking to the horſe, without n 


taking 
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| taki ng any more notice of me—How- did 


you chance to return here? 


He faid theſe words with an expreſitc 


of joy equal to what a man feels at meeting 
again an old friend whom he thought dead 


a long while. Mama, -poor Hans is 're- 


turned, cried the child, running to him. 
Who could have expected it? ſaid the 
mother, coming alſo to the horſe. In vain 
[ aſked queſtion after queſtion : I could 
neither be heard nor get an anſwer. At 
the ſight of Hans every fear had vaniſhed. 
Indeed how could they have ſuſpected the 


owner of ſo gentle a beaſt of being a rob- 
ber? Unmindful of my impatience, they 


ſaw nothing, ſpoke of nothing but old 
Hans, till I left the bridle in the child's 
hand, who led him into the ſtable, his mo- 
ther accompanying him with the lanthorn, 
which ſhe took from her huſband, whilſt I 
followed the latter into the room. | 


Had not my Hans brought you, ſaid the 


man, you could never have come to my 
. * houſe. 
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74 MAU RICE. 
houſe; I fold him but laſt week to the 
poſtmaſter at G*#**:,, Stay this night 
with us; early to-morrow I will ſhew you 
the way out of the wood. - - | 

I had no alternative. After having briefly 
told him how I came to be the owner of 
Hans, I was informed by him that I was 
on the territory of A * *, not far from 
* **, conſequently. Acne leagues from 
Lehmnitz and fourteen from L* *, 


© The good man was fond of talking, but 
I took very little notice of what he faid. 
Alas! was I able to divert my thoughts 


from my dreadful ſituation? My two 


hands ſupporting my head, I looked ſted- 


faſtly, and ſoon ceaſed giving him ay 


anſwer. 


The gentleman is in a bad . Lid 
* to his wife, who being returned with 
her child, wanted to tell me that Hans was 
ſafe in the ſtable, and had plenty to eat. 
Let him be quiet, continued the man: 
. it would be right to bring ſome- 
thing 


tis 
laſ 
int 
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ching for his ſupper, leſt he ſhould be 
hungry; and then you and the child will 
return to bed. It 1s two o'clock : I ſhall 
not go to bed any more. 


The wife having brought a piece of 


| bread, with butter and milk, went to bed, 


accompanied” by her child ; and her kind 
huſband ſaid to me Sir, here is ſomething 
to eat, if you be hungry, and there is a 
bed, if you have a mind to ſleep. Look- 
ing at him with a thankful air, I preſented 
my hand to him, but could neither ſpeak 
nor eat, nor ſhut my eye lids to fleep. 

As ſoon as it was day light, I prepared 
myſelf to ſet off. My hoſpitable landlord 
was already with old Hans, whom he had 
toddered and was going to curry. With- 
out ſpeaking a word, 1 took the ſaddle and 
bridle, which he ſnatched from my hands, 
ſaying, My good Sir, let me enjoy the ſa- 
tisfaction of ſaddling my dear Hans for the 
laſt time. Full of impatience, I went 
into the ſrable yard, for he again requeſted | 

RN = 
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me to wait at leaſt another hour. For 
whoſe ſake he made this nen is ww 
aL. 

At length the poor man, Ending that al 


| his repreſentations were uſeleſs, conſented, 


not without ſome reluctance, to bring the 
Horſe from the ſtable. I jumped on his 


back, not obſerving that the yard door was 
ſo low, that it was ĩmpoſſible for me to pads 


under it. I was therefore obliged to alight, 


and lead my horſe by the bridle, till I was 


on the road, where mounting again, I 


trotted away. Holla ! cried the man, do 
you know your way? Saying this, he 


ſhook his head with a thoughtful air. In- 
deed 1 muſt have had a very ſtrange ap- 
pearance; my demeanor was at leaſt ſenſe- 
leſs. Let the reader ſuppoſe e in my 
ſituation. 

For more than an hour I was obliged to 
meaſure. my pace by that of my guide ; 


- Which way of proceeding drove me to de- 


ſpair. I ſweat through impatience, and 
aſked 
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him every minute whether I could not ſoon 
find the way without aſſiſtance? At laſt 


he anſwered me that I could ; and my feet 


were already up to apply the ſpurs to my 


horſe, when recollecting that I ſhould have 


thanked the man, I took out my purſe and 
offered him what. came, into my hand. He 


refuſed every thing, though L was. ſo impa- 


tient to make him accept ſomething, that 


[ might the ſooner leave him. Tired at 
laſt of his obſtinate refuſal, throwing | him a 
handful of filver, I ſpurred on my .horſe 


and ſet off full ſpeed. Now, cried he, it 
may be ſaid that money pours down. Not 
minding his obſervation, I galloped on, 
without looking back. Adieu, Hans! cried 
he again in a Jouder tone, even forgetting 
to wiſh me a good | journey. 
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MAURLCE. 
CHAP. v. 


A SPARK UNDER THE ASHES, 


AFT ER an hour's ride I got out of the 


coppice, The firſt perſon 1 met with 
mewed me the way to W.* *. The 
high road on which I now was led to the 
gates of this town; but it was not my de- 


fign t to go into it. 
My plan was already formed: T had de- 


termined to go into B*** and enter into 


the ſervice of * . To ſerve in a regi- 


ment of horſe or foot, as a corporal or a 
private, was to me a matter of indifference, 
provided I fled from the enquiries of my 


friends. Oh ! that 1 could have fled from 
myſelf | 
Late in the evening I arrived near D 


I had rode almoſt all this way without ſtop- 


ping on the road, having ſcarcely allowed 
my horſe time to eat a little fodder, and 
myſelf 
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myſelf to take ſome refreſhment. 1 in- 
tended the ſame day to have reached the 
| frontier of B* * *; but overcome with 
fatigue, whilſt fitting on a bench before a 
village inn, and indulging my melancholy 
reflections, 1 fell faſt aſleep ; and when I 
| awoke the next morning, I found myſelf 
in the very ſame attitude in which 1 had 
fallen aſleep. A calm fo perfect now reigned 
in the bottom of my ſoul, that I began to 
think it had recovered its uſual tranquility; 
and that I was for ever freed from thoſe 
torturing thoughts, which, for a whole 
night and the ſucceeding day, had agitated 
my mind. Proceeding upon my journey, in 
leſs than half an hour J deſcried the town 
of D*, which to avoid going through 
I went along narrow lanes, acroſs fields, 
meadows, and ſands, till I arrived at the 
ſame place, perhaps at the ſame ferry, on 
which I had croſſed the Elbe, when in my 
younger years I fled from my father's ſer- 
vant, who had ſurpriſed me in the inn. 
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I had ſcarcely rode on for the ſpace of 
three hours, when I. reached the frantiers 
of B* * * and then for the firſt time I re- 
collected that I ſhould not be ſuffered to 
. paſs on with my regimental dreſs, which 
to this moment I kept hidden under a 
green great coat. Having no paſſport J 
found it neceſſary to change my dreſs. 

For this purpoſe entering into a wood 
that was before me; I alighted from my 
horſe behind a thicket ; where I began to 
tear the ſtrings from my hat; then took 
off my regimentals and laid down my 
ſword. My heart was ready to burſt ; and 
as often as 1 fixed my eyes on the. coat I 
had juſt left, they were filled with tears. 
I put the whole into a hole which J care- 
fully covered with ſand, ſtones, and 
bruſhwood ; after which my hands claſped 
together, my eyes bathed in tears, and 
fixed on the place where I had juſt buried 
my regimentals, all my ſaculties being en- 
tirely taken up "Mn the ſenſation of. my 


grief, 
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grief, I ſtood a long while motionleſs; 


and at laſt burſting into ſobs, I exclaimed? 
—Am I then cut off for ever wy re 0 
hope of return? ah 
— Ties f for not being ; 
able to go back, whilſt every obſtacle - 
came from myſelf -I had travelled night 
and day to forget Amelia; yet her image 


had never been more preſent to me than 


at this moment. Preſent, 1 deteſted her; 


abſent, I adored her! O Love, thou alt 
the Phœnix that conſumes itſelf; to riſe 


again from its own afhes, and on freſh 


wings ſoar up in the air! Thou art the 


bird who, they ſay, feeds his young ones 
with his own ſubſtance! Thou art the 


very image of nature, which conſtantly 


ſtripping herſelf of her leaves, never ceaſes 
to ſhoot out freſh buds! Thy troubles are 


mere pleaſure; thy pleaſures mere trouble! 
Thou canſt ſee with a band over thy eyes, 


but art blind, when they are open! Seldom 
conſiſtent with thyſelf, under a thouſand 
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82 Ane | 
different ſhapes, thou art either a tyrant, 
or a benevolent friend to the heart which 
thon haſt conquered ! Thou art hope and 
deſpair! honey and wormwood! reſt: and 
inquittude ; life and death! O love! thou 
art all these together ; and canft unite 
all theſe extremes at pleaſure in one look, 

- one sigh, nay often—one tear! 
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7 MAURICE TURNS A HUNTSMAN. . Nh 


AL L the torturing ſemiments which, 
from the moment I had ſurpriſed Amelia 
in the arms of another man, had preyed 


upon my ſoul, now received freſh vigor, 


and as before vented themſelves in jealouſy, 


deſpair, indignation and ſorrow, till over- 


come and ſilenced by the ſame arguments 
they all contributed to confirm me in my 


project never to ſee again the unfaithful 
creature, and fly for ever the country ſne 


inhabited. 


Thus determined in my mind, I mount- 


ed my horſe ; but proceeded not at the 
lame rate I had done the two preceding 
days. 


ſomebody behind me. 


Turning my head back, I faw a 3 


man 


Are we going the ſame roadꝰ called 
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man rather advanced in years riding a 


beautiful Engliſh horſe, followed by a 


groom, on horſeback, who. tarned two 


8 Suns. 


May be! replied Lad want to 8 


the country of B. 


Why! you are in it! ſaid be with a 


mile, when 1 "niult have nen as red as 


fire. 
Are you a dontſinan 2 
Tam! anſwered I quickly, that I night 


prevent any other enquiry. 


Do you want a place? 

Tes, I do! F returned with an equal 
eagerneſs. The idea of hiring myſelf for 
a huntſman pleaſed me not a little. Pro- 


bably my green great coat had induced 


him to aſk me theſe queſtions. 
How did you chance to come into this 
country? | 
I do not exactly recolle& what J an- 
ſwered firſt: certain it is that there was 
LE I not 
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5 


not a word of truth in 2 all the ney: that 1 
told him. 


I am them oh poor nam | 
ſaid I; and have fled from my. father's | 


houſe, becauſe they would force me to be 
a ſoldier. But, my flight having been 
ſecret,” I have not been able to procure a 
paſſport and the neceſſary character to 


obtain a place. Therefore I am afraid 1 


ſhall be obliged to enliſt myſelf a ſoldier. 


I know of nothing quicker at inventing - 
an untruth than fear. In any other cir- 


cumſtance, I might have beat my head 
about for hours, before 1 had been able to 
have invented ſuch a tale with any appear- 
_ ance of truth. Now I ſucceeded fo well, 
that in a moment of time my anxiety 
abated in'great meafure. | 


Now and then the ftranger fixed his eyes 
upon me with a viſible attention. He 
ſeemed to be pleaſed with my counte- 
nance, and the whole appearance of my 


perſon. Alter an interval of filence, 
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turning again to me; My lad! ſaid he; 
it would be a great pity, that you ſhould be 
a ſoldier against your inclination : will 
you enter my ſervice, as a huntſman ? 
It is but two years fince I began to learn 
the bufineſs !—I anſwered with a wonder- 
ful preſence of mind I was not aware of 
five or fix minutes before. 
| That is no objection, replied 5 old 
T aby will ſoon teach you what you do not 


yet know. Do you engage to be faithful 
and induſtrious ? 


Ido! returned I preſenting my hand to 
him. He ſmiled ; and I felt that thus 
forgetting the part I ated, occafioned 
my blood to riſe on my face. An humble 
huntſman thus amicably preſenting his 
hand to his maſter ! The bluſh that co- 
loured my face increaſed in a great mea- 
ſure when J heard him ſay:— Very well! 
you may ride behind me !—What were 
my feelings, when the groom in his turn 
held 
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held his hand to me, ſaying be welcome, 
my fellow ſervant. 

Fortunately my maſter did not aſk me 
any more queſtions concerning my. own - 
adventures, for in this moment, I ſhould 

have ſpoiled every thing. In leſs than an 
hour we reached the caſtle of the Count; 
of whoſe title 1 was informed by my fellow 
ſervant. 
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CHAP. VIL 


SITUATION OH MAURICE. © 


I SHUNNED fociety, and: ſought for 
every place where I might be filent and 


retired. Every day the Count aſked me 


whether I was ſo naturally inclined to ſi- 

lence, when I anſwered him that I was. 
All the ſervants, male and female, were 

conſtantly amazed and whiſpering to one 


another, as they looked at me. They 


were inceſſantly watching the wonderful 
huntſman who, ſcarcely eighteen years 
old, neither was ſeen gambling or drink- 
ing; had not as yet formed an amorous 
intrigue, either at the caſtle or any of the 
neighbouring villages ; of whom old Toby, 
the Count's confidential man, ſaid, that 
he was a good fellow! whom the Count 
himſelf always cited as an example of fide- 
lity and attention to his duty; whoſe noble 

| cCountenance 
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countenance and freſh complexion the 


Counteſs had praiſed „ whom the go- 


verneſs had pronounced to have an air of 
good breeding; in ſhort, of whom the Coun- 


teſs's maid, who alſo was her confidant, 


notwithſtanding ſhe had always declared 
her determined averfion for men, had ſuf-. 
ficiently hinted that ſhe liked him very 
well, and ſhould not be aſhamed of be- 
coming his wife, could ſhe ever reſolve to 


marry. 

All theſe circumſtances united obtained 
me a degree of conſequence and ſuperio- 
rity, by no means ſuiting my inclination 


to retirement. Eagerly officious on my. 


account they all wanted to force me into 
converſation, and, as they ſaid, to cheer 
up my mind. Every one conſulted me 
on his little family concerns; even the go- 
verneſs was ſo far condeſcending as to 
ſpeak to me in French, ſince it had fallen 
from me that 1 underſtood the language; 
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and the lady's maid, when ſhe had put on a 
new 
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90 MAURICE. 
new gown, never ceaſed ſkipping about me, 
till J had confeſſed that ſhe had an exqui- 
ſite taſte in her manner of dreſſing, As to 
old Toby, who was a deep obſerver, he 
wondered at every thing he remarked, and 
uſed to tell me: Dear William | was not 
your farher a game keeper, I ſhould take bim 
to be a great Lord! At which ingenuous 
remark of Toby I could not help aint 
though I never anſwered it. 
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CHAT. I. 
THE COUNT AND HIS FAMILY. 


TEE Count de be about fifty yeats 


of age. From a quarrelſome officer, he 


had become a deſperate ſportſman; as 
hot as pepper; but always ready to repair 
the many errors which his fiery diſpoſition 
occaſioned him to commit. Unacquaint- 
ed with every kind of literature, he had 
not the leaſt idea of what we call good 


breeding; but was not to be out done in 


practical forms, ſuch as ſuited the indivi- 
dual diſpoſition both of his body and mind. 
With as much obſtinacy as rudeneſs he 
would maintain his opinion to the laſt, 
when he thought he had deeply ſtudied 


the ſubject; and on the contrary would 


ſuffer himſelf to be inſtructed, as a child, 
in things which he did not know, and 


from which he thought he might receive 


any 
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92 _MAURICE. 
any advantage. Maſter at home, in eve- 
ry ſenſe. of the word, he was capricious 
to an excels. im all things relating to his 
ſyſtem of domeſtic. economy. Having 
married his wife for no other end than of 
getting children of his blood, in every 
other reſpect, he little cared how ſhe em- 

ployed her time from morning to night. 
The Counteſs was very young; nor had 
ſhe been married longer than two months, 
when I entered into the ſervice of her 
huſband. The extreme diſproportion in 
their age, ſtill more, the whimſical life of 
the Count, muſt have made tbeir union 
of a very ſingular nature. He was con- 
ſtantly rambling over the fields and the 
foreſts: ſhe hardly ever went out of her 
room, where ſhe endeavoured to kill time, 
as. well as ſhe could, either working, 
reading, or in the company of two young 
ladies, related to her huſband. Once a 
week ſhe received viſits from the ladies of 
the. neighbourhood, who aun left her, 
the 


o 
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the moment the Count was known to be 
within the walls of the Caſtle; and theſe 
viſits ſhe ſeldom returned; for her huſ- 
band could not bear that ſhe ſhould ever 
leave the houſe. How is it poſſible that 
ſo young and ſo amiable a woman ſhould 
have accuſtomed herſelf to ſuchmelancholy 


ſort of life? I aſked one day of old Toby: 


How ? ſaid he. Becauſe ſhe was juſt ta- 
ken from a boarding ſchool at L* * * to 
be married to the Count; becauſe he al- 
lows her every thing ſhe wiſhes for; that 


ſhe is the only woman to whom he pays 


any attention, and that he ſleeps N 
night by her ſide. 

It is eaſy to conceive that good old To- 
by was a ſhrewd old fellow. 


The two young ladies I have juſt men- 


tioned, were under the tuition of a go- 


verneſs, ſtill in the prime of her life, who, 


in her turn, was directed by a fat well fed 
monk, whoſe employment was teaching the 
two young ladies their catechiſm, and in- 

ſtructing 
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ſtructing the governeſs in the German 
tongue. Never did old Toby take his hat off 
in the preſence of the monk, nor forget to 
hem ſeveral times when he met the gover- 
neſs. As I aſked him the reaſon of this, 
he gave me to underſtand, that one day 
he had found his monkiſh reverence un- 
der the great bower, teaching his pupil 
how to conjugate the verb ich liebe, T love. 
It was juft in the ſeaſon when deer were 
rutting, added he. A 
I know a great deal more about theſe 
two perſonages, continued Toby; and 
only wait for a' favourable opportunity 
to clear up ſome neceſſary matters: then 
I will diſcloſe them to our maſter, 
In general the family was divided into 
- two parties; the one of the men, at the 
head of which was the Count himſelf ; the 
other of the women, directed by the 
Counteſs. As a wiſe politican his reve- 
rence maintained GE N with wow 
parties, 


% 


CHAP. 


I Had ſcarcely been a fortnight in the ſer - 
vice oſ the Count, when the carrier from 
the next town brought a letter to the 
Counteſs, to whom, as I was the farſt 
perſon of the family that fell in his way, he 
deſired me to deliver it. 

Having chanced to caſt my eyes 
on the direction what were my ſenſa- 
tions, when J thought it was the hand of 
Amelia! Like a ſmooth lake whoſe peace- 
ful water is ſuddenly raiſed into boiſte. 
rous waves by a ſtormy wind, my heart, 
which for a few days had been leſs agita- 
ted, loſt in a moment this happy tranqui- 
lity, in which it gloried. The ſpark hid 
under the aſhes ſoon burſt 1 into a violent 


1 was all in a [totnible. Three times 
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CHAP. IX. 


A RELAPSE. 
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the letter fell from my bande 1 1 took 
x up. Twenty times I read the direction, 

udying every word, every letter, every 
ſtroke; nor did I ceaſe to examine it with 
the greateſt attention, till it became a mere 
rag, and it was no longer poſſible for me 
to decypher any thing on it. 

The meſſenger doubtleſs. 8 at 
my proceeding, brought me to a ſenſe of 
recollection, by requeſting that I would 
immediately carry the eter, as he had not 
time to wait. 

- Remembering that: a ſew minutes 7 
I had ſeen the Counteſs into the garden, 
I ran to meet her, and delivered the letter 
into her hands, ſaying: here is a letter 
from Am But from an exceſs of fear- 
ful agitation, 1 was prevented from ſpeak- 
ing the latter part of the name of Amelia. 
From whom ? aſked the Counteſs. For- 
tunately in this moment ſhe kept her eyes 
fixed on the direction. 
From che next town, I anſwered 3 
| away 
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with precipitation. As I was going, ſhe 
called me back: I returned trembling. * 
William! ſaid ſhe : I muſt have ſeen 
you ſome where, before youu e into 
our ſervice? 

A deadly cold foread itſelf all over is 
limbs. If fo, I cannot ſay where! reph- 


ed 1, at the ſame time og, 1 15 eps 
backwards. Ang 


May be at I 2:2: 
No- no ! cried I, it cannot be; znſtint⸗ 


ly running away, and waving my hand, 
as is generally done by a perſon who de- 


nies à truth when it ought to be affirmed. 
I thought this the moſt evincing proof 


that I had never been n the tous * 5 


LV N 


All united in this day to inks me in- 
to the greateſt anxiety. For more than 


two hours, I was not able to perſuade 
myſelf that I had been deceived by my 


imagination; that the letter was not 
from Amelia, and that the Counteſs, when 


Vol. II. N | ſhe 
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ſhe laid ſhe had ſeen me elſewhere, ber 
me for another. Yet ſhe pretends having 


ſeen me at L * * impoffible, l thought: 


for I do not recollect ever having met her 


in that place ! wonderful way of reaſoning! 
Moreover, I proved to myſelf that the let- 
ter was not from Amelia, upon this 


ground, that I had not known her arms; 
not thinking that ſo intent on the direction, 
I had quite forgotten to look at the ſeal. 

In the evening of the ſame day old Toby 


and I were fitting under a great elm, 


in 5 the caſtle court He ſpoke little, 21 


ſpoke ſtill leſs; the lady's maid accoſting 


us, began to engage in "converſation. 


Old Toby bore her company, becauſe ſhe 


was a ſenſible girl, who uſed to cajole him; 
and he had found that I was not diſpleaſed 
with her entertaining chat; whilſt on her 
part, ſhe was not a little proud of being 

admitted into my company, as ſhe was the 
only woman in the caſtle whoſe aſſiduities 
1 * not yet discouraged. All her con- 
| verſation 


 MAURICE „„ 
verlation uſually turned on love or marri- 
age topics, only that ſhe might have an 
opportunity to tell us for the thouſandth 


time, chat ſhe felt no inclination en to 
love or marry. 


This evening ſhe eee into the ſub! 


ect of infidelity and the odd fancies of 
men in matters of love; of which ſhe cited 


an exainple which completed the anxiety 


that had preyed upon 880 n n hs 
beginning of the days) eee 
This morning, ſaid ns the Counteſs 


received a letter from a friend of hers, 


with whom ſhe Has lived in a ee, 
ſchool at L* * *, 


At theſe words, all my alas ran cold. 


My miſtreſs, continued ſhe, gave me this 
letter to read; but it is ſo long, that 1 
cannot remember it's contents. The young 


lady was paſſionately fond of a young man, 
by whom: ſhe thought herſelf adored; but a 


few days before the wedding was to have 
taken place, he arrived unexpectedly and 


Es ſurpriſed 
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ried. her in the arms of her ſiſter, 


whom he ran through with his ſword; 
however the wound was not dangerous ; 


after which he got again on his horſe, and 


ever ſince nobody has been able to know 
where he has retired. 

Hearing the word ſiſter, 1 . 
my breath again; for I was certain that 


I had ſtruck at a man; yet I did but little 
recover from my former uneaſineſs, all 


the other circumſtances bearing too great 
reſemblance to my adventure. The friend 


of the Counteſs had been a boarder at 


L#,* *; fo had Amelia; the lover had 
ſurpriſed her a little before the wedding 
day; ſo had I: had got again on his 
horſe, and fled nobody knew where; 


this was to a tittle a repetition of my own 
ſtory. I ventured to aſk her a number of 
queſtions, that I might hear the name of 
this friend and of the lover, with that of 
the place where this adventure had hap- 
n but ſhe could not gratify my cu- 


rioſity 
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rioſity, and confeſſed, that ſhe had not read 
the letter, but had chanced to be in her 
lady's room when the latter was reciting it's 
contents to the governeſs. Beſides, added 
ſhe, if you wiſh to know more of this hiſ- 
tory, I will aſk the Counteſs every wan 
about it, and you ſhall hear the reſt. 
Thus vexed in my mind, ſometimes 1 
was ſo perfectly convinced that the letter 
had come from Amelia, that I ſtarted 
from my place with a reſolution to leave 
the caſtle this very evening; ſometimes I 
found it ſo improbable, that I could not 
help laughing at my fooliſh creduliry; 1 
ſpent the whole night thus heſitating be- 
tween theſe two contrary opinions, and 
it was not before the riſing of the ſun, 
that I could perſuade myſelf that che letter 
was not from Amelia. For as long as 
ſurrounded with darkneſs, I could ſee but 
with the eyes of my ſoul, I had found it 
impoſſible to determine in the negative. 
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nE "COUNT GOES vrox * Jounxer. 
* it ee fo Count went 
upon a journey io W * * for ſome fami- 
ly affairs: the Counteſs, as Jheard it ſaid, 


had wiſhed to be one of his party, had 


he not been afraid of her becoming trou- 
bleſome to him, in many reſpects. Dreſſ- 
ing, receiving and returning viſits, ſhew- 
ing himſelf in public, were ſo many things 
to which the Count was averse; and which 
muſt neceſſarily have taken place, had he 


wiſhed to introduce his wife to his family. 


' He therefore left her at the caſtle. Had 
he been able to part with Toby he would 


have taken me with him; but this old 


ſervant never quitted his maſter. 

That he might make ſome figure at 
W he took with him all his ſervants 
in livery, leaving at the caſtle only his 
| . „e, 
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wife, with her woman, his two young 


relations, and their governeſs. As to the 


friar, under the pretence- of diverting the 
ladies, he hardly ever was out of the caſ- 
tle, where he was rather a favourite gueſt, 


becauſe he could with a degree of perfec- 


tion imĩitate - the crowing of a e _ 
the barking of a dog. 


Old Toby, before he ſet off, bad hm 


ed me to keep a watchful eye on his reve- 
rence and the governeſs, whom he ſuſ- 


pected the moment he could 1 be at | 


their heels. TEL, y 


They themſelves had TB dock aware 


that Toby was an incorruptible- Argus; 


The more they feared him, the more po- 


lite and officious they were towards hint 
therefore the moment he was gone, they 
thought themſelves at liberty to do as they 


liked. Every day they walked for whole 


hours together in the gardens, and their 


converſation always appeared ſomewhat 


important and myſterious. 
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A few days aſter the Count had been gone, 
as I was in the garden, employed in trans- 
planting trees under the direction of the 
gardener, the monk, with the governeſs 
and the two young ladies came in; the 
latter were always obliged to walk on at 
leaſt fifty paces before: when they were ata 
little diſtance from me, the monk, in the 
heat of their converſation pulling out his 
| handkerchief, dropt from his pocket ſome- 

thing ſhining, which I firſt took to be a 
key. Iimmediately picked it up; it was 
2 maſter key. Running after them, I 
offered him back this inſtrument, which 
might have given occaſion to many ſuſ- 
picions. The governeſs turned pale and 
looked at the monk. It does not belong 
to me, ſaid he, as he reurned the key 
into my hands, with the moſt uncon- 
cerned appearance. I ſaw it fall from 
your pocket, as you took out your hand- 
| kerchief, I anſwered. —Come! William, 
you are miſtaken ! ! ſaid the governeſs in a 
 rembung 
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* 


trembling voice, leading away the friar; 
upon which the hints J had received from 
Toby ſtrongly recurred to my mind, and 
I put the key into my pocket. | 
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Dun G 7 abſence of the Bok 1 
tried every poſſible means to divert my 
mind, either by occupation or amuſement; 
ſome times ſpending whole days 1 in the di- 
verſion of the fields ; ſometimes in agricul- 


ture, when I aſſiſted the gardener; ſome- 
times alſo in fiſhing. The reading of 
French books, which the governeſs pro - 


cured me from the Counteſs's library, did 
not a little contribute to my happi- 
neſs; this was always howeyer with the 
approbation of the Counteſs, who often 
ſaid, that my zeal, my activity and good 
behaviour deſerved that 1 ſhould be diſ- 
tinguiſhed from the reſt of the ſervants; 
and that beſides there was ſomething in 
my perſon and manners, which made it 


impoſſible 


— — 
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impoſlible for her to uſe in my n ex- 
preſſions of authority. | 
It ſeemed as if the Counteſs had been 
as deſirous as any other perſon at the caſ- 
tle, to know every particular of my adven- 
tures. Whenever I paſſed: before her, ſhe 
fixed her eyes upon me with a viſible at- 
tention; never omitting to tell me or 
thoſe that happened to be near her, I would. 
lay any thing that I have ſeen William 
the huntsman ſomewhere elſe; then ſhe 
went on with a thoughtful air. 
It is eaſy to ſuppoſe what muſt have 
been my uneaſineſs when J heard her ſpeak. 
in this manner. More than once I was 
tempted: to leave the caſtle; yet I would 
not have done it ſecretly; and to have done 
it openly, was impoſſible, fince I could 
not have alledged any probable reaſon for 
ſuch proceeding; 1 
My irreſolution alſo cred from 
quite a different cauſe—I know that as 
ſoon as I am underſtood, I ſhall be laughed 
| at 


* 


part —_—— 7 
at the ſame motive which at one time 
almoſt drove me from the caſtle, the next 
moment made me afraid to leave it. I 
trembled whenever the Counteſs happened 
to fix her eyes upon me with any degree 
of attention; yet I thought it would have 
given me ſome ſatisfaction to have been 
known by her. If ſhe came into the gar- 
den, and obſerved us at work, the gardener 
and myſelf, 1 pretended ſome excuſe to 
get away from her fight 5 though I wiſhed 
for nothing ſo much as to be there, when 
I knew that ſhe was going to walk out. [1 
- dreaded the idea of her correſponding with 
Amelia; yet I might have borne a mor- 
tal hatred to whoever had told me that 
they were not acquainted. What ftrange 
contradictions ! How fooliſh I was!: 

. Notwithſtanding this, who is the reader 
that will lay the blame upon me? Not 
he, certainly who knows the effects of love, 
and the numberleſs receſſes of the human 
heart. 135 | bite 

CHAT. 
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CHAP. XII. 
MURDER MURDER! | 


IN the night of the tenth day that fol- 
lowed the departure of the Count, my 
ſpirits being agitated by a freſh conſidera- 
tion of my beautiful miſtreſs, I found it 
impoſſible to ' cloſe my eyes to fleep. A 
violent ſtorm had riſen; the wind ſhook. 
all the windows; rain and hail poured 
down with a great noiſe on the roof; the 
weather cork creaked on the turret of the 
caſtle, and the dogs in their kennel, howled 
in a Mocking manner. In vain, laying my 
bead under the pillow, I anxioufly expec- 
ted that ſleep would ſhut my eye-lids, my 
imagination, as boiſterous 15 N winds, 
would not ſuffer me to reſt. 
Lifttefs and impatient, 1 fat tayſalf « on 
my bed; when I thought I diſcovered a ray 
of light darting through my room and 
diſappearing 
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diſappearing in the ſame moment. I 
lodged on the ground floor, facing the 


ſtaircaſe which led up to my maſter's 
apartment. Behind my room, a few ſteps 
led into the garden, the door of which 1 
thought was opened, and even fancied was 
violently agitated by the wind, though 1 
remembered having made it faſt before 1 


went to bed. 


With a APR I roſe di- 


rely; and as I was covering myſelf with 


my great coat, another flaſn of light darted 
through the glaſs door of my room... I ap- 
proached it and could fee-nothing. Sur- 
priſed at this ſtrange apparition, yet far 
from concluding any thing diſaſtrous from 
it, I prefled down the latch of the door, 


which would not open. Notwithſtanding 
J was nearly convinced that it was not 
locked, I went for the key, which when 1 


tried, I found it was not, though I could 


Not open it, 


Whilſt I thus uſed every effort to open 


it, 


— — — 2 — GE — — P 


it, I heard a piercing ſhriek, I bent my- 
ſelf with ſo much firength againſt the 
door, that it flew from its hinges and fell 
in the hall with a dreadful noiſe. I haſ- 
tened up ſtairs, from whence I heard the 
repeated cries of Murder! murder! Then 
running into the apartment of the Coun- 
teſs, which I found open, I ſaw a light 
through the door of her bed-room, where 
a confuſed noiſe, ſtill increaſed my anxiety. 
I immediately opened it, and ſaw a wo- 
man nearly lay upon the bed of the Coun- 
teſs and buſily employed in covering her. 
head with pillows, and a man ſtanding 
before a bureau from which he took hand- 
fuls of money, by the light of a dark lan- 
thorn- which was en upon a table near 
him. 1 | 
I ruſhed upon the woman to 1 ber 
backwards: ſhe ſcreamed out and at the 
ſame moment having received a wound in 
my right fide, I was obliged to let her go, 
and fell ſenſeleſs on the floor. 


BOOR 
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BOOK III. 


FRESH WOUNDS, 


Uron recovering my ſenſes, I {till found 
myſelf in the room of the Counteſs, laying 
on aſopha quite oppoſite to her bed. The 


two young ladies, with every ſentiment of 
fear and concern on their countenance, 


were ſtanding near me; the one holding 
a candle in her hand; the other preſenting 
me a glaſs of water and a bottle of ſalts 
He is fill living! cried ſhe, when ſhe ſaw 


me opening my eyes. The Counteſs fat 
upon her bed. 7 A ee LE0 ORE) 


Poor William! faid ſhe in a faint voice, 


ftretching her hand towards me. I endea- 


voured to rife up to preſs her hand be- 
tween 
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tween mine, bur fell without -Arength upon. 
the ſopha. 

Her beautiful eyes, ich ſhe refled 
npon me, were ſtreaming with tears.— 
They do not come! cried ſhe with a 
emotion of fear and impatience, when e 
ſaw that the ſopha was covered with blood. 
— o, run, ſaid ſhe, to the biggeſt of the 
two ladies! ſee whether they are coming! 

The young lady caſt a look upon ber, 
expreſſive of all the uneaſineſs this propo- 
ſal created in her boſom : ſhe dared not 
venture herſelf out of the bed-room. You 
both may go! added the Counteſs. Upon 
which keeping cloſe to one another, and 
finding eourage in their mutual fear, they 
went into the antichamber. They took 
the candle with them, and the room 
received no other light than from a night 
lamp. : 

The moſt perry look, din wadired 
upon me from her eyes full of the tendereſt 
e She peel her head upon 
her 
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her left hand; whilſt, with the other, 
ſtretched upon the blankets, ſhe held a 
handkerchief: . Her fair hair hung, in a 
pleaſing diſorder, over her ſhoulders, hid- 
ing here and there, the charming outlines 
of. her boſom, which, amidſt her trouble 
and diſtreſs, being diſengaged of its bonds, 
panted with. a. voluptuous movement. 

Loſt in the contemplation of the num 
berleſs charms, that offered themſelves to 
my wondering eyes, I ceaſed to ſuffer, and 
unmindful of my wounds, I found that all 
my ſtrength was returned. My ſoul. had 
taken its ſeat, in my eyes ; whilſt in thoſe 
of the Counteſs, a tear gliſtened, the ſilent 
and delicious interpreter of a heart too 
much diſtreſſed to preſerve the power of 
ſpeech. Every moment our eyes met and 
alternatively. turned away, as if. afraid of 
one another. | 

Oh ! that ſhe would another time ſtretch 
her band to me Such was ſoon the only. 

_ wiſh of my heart, 1 obſerved all her mo- 
| tions. 
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tions. She was not long before ſhe lifted 
up her right hand; which geſture Þ inter- 
preted in my favour, and ſuddenly walked 
up to her bed ; when ſhe ſtarted back, and 
laying her arm under the blanket, ſhe 
wrapped. herſelf up with it. Then turn» 


ing my eyes from her, I fell. back upon” 


the ſofa, where the recollection of my 
wounds and my debilitated fituation, 
brought me In to a ſenſe of my ſuffer- 
ings. 

The two young ladies being returned, 
informed us that they had ſeen a lanthorn 
at a diſtance, and thought it likely that 
the gardener, the lady's maid and the ſur- 


geon were coming. Thanks to heaven !. 


exclaimed the Counteſs, with an expreſſion 
of the pureſt joy poor William will not. 
loſe every drop of his blood. 


This exclamation created in me the moſt. 
lively emotion. I had gladly paid every 


one of her words with a new wound, I 
tried to ſhew her how ſenſible I was of the 
tender 
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tender concern ſhe took in my fate; but 
my tongue refuſing its office, I employed 
the filent language of my eyes, and ſhe 


ſeemed to underſtand me. 


Soon the ſurgeon arrived, accompanied 
vith the maid and the gardener. I was 
brought down into my room, where the 


ſurgeon having inſpected my wounds, pro- 


nounced them not to be of a dangerous na» 
ture: he even called them mere trifles; 
a candour ſeldom to be found with. our 


— 
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 MAURICE IN DANGER. 


ITRIE D every pollble means to ſend 


away the gardener, who had been ordered 


by the Counteſs to nurſe me. But he 


would not liſten to my intreaties. How 


importunate I found his wiſhes and cares! 
I fel. no pain, was not ſenſible of my 
wounds; nor had ever been in a better 
ſtate of bealth.. In the eyes of the Coun» 
teſs I had recovered a degree of ſtrength 
above the power of nature; like an elixir 
that gives immortality, her _ refreſhing 
looks ſpread an A an balſam 0 over 
my frame. 6 


Fancying myſelf. Rill gang upon che 


ſopha, quite oppoſite to her bed, the ſound 


of her voice, when ſhe exclaimed, poor 


William! was till in my ear. Still I ſaw 
her beautiful head reſting on her hand, 


and 
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and the beavenly ſhape of her panting 
breaſt which partly covered with her wav- 
ing hair and illumined by the faint unſtea- 
dy light of the lamp, appeared of a purer 
white, and ſeemed to be che ſeat of volup- 
tuouſneſs . 
Een ſuppoſing that Amelia had re- 
mained faithful, certain it is that in this 
moment, I had been far from thinking of 
The more T hid myſelf under my pillow, | 
the more theſe fantaſtical images impreſſed 
. themſelves on my mind; the more my 
imagination, (for reaſon had no ſhare in 
it) became fertile in vain projects, all 
tending to procure myſelf the happineſs 
of being again ſeated in the ſame manner, 
facing the Counteſs. Strange it is, though 
not beyond the limits of nature, that my 
moſt ardent wiſhes were reſtrained to the 
only circumſtance chat had c once nne 
them. (15 n | | 
Tp the next morning the maid came 


into 
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my room, ſent by the Counteſs to enquire 
after my health. Diſſembling my ſtate 
of weakneſs, in a tone of voice that had 


nothing of an invalid * 1 told her that I 


was perfectly well, in want of nothing, ad 


that I would directly get -up!—Yet I 


trembled leſt The ſhould: heſitate | to think 
me ſo far recovered; 

As for the Counteſs, replied * maid, 
ſhe is very ill: I think ſhe: l Rocks her 
bed at leaſt for three days. 

Three days! three en 1. btependüh 
exclaimed in my aſtoniſhment; for I per- 
fectly relied upon ſeeing her this very day, 
and for this reaſon I was ſo well, wanted 
for no aſſiſtance and wiſnhed immediately 
to get. up. From this moment I became 
worſe than I was a few minutes paſt; 


therefore I ſaid. to the maid that I did not 


expect that I ſhould be able to recover 
my ſtrength before three days. 


And the Counteſs is id \interrupte 


the, 
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ſhe, 5 with tears in her eyes, that in three 
den you will not be alive, 
What! cried I, fitting myſelf on my bed; 
what | ! ſhall not be _— Any: I not cured 
and full of vigour?. gibi | 
I attempted to jup out of my bed, 


but the gardener would not ſuffer it. ( 
Oh! cried the woman, when a — v 
has loſt ſenſe of his ſufferings, it is a fign t 
that he is very near his end: | 17 tl 
She wept and ſobbed-. The ſimplicity f 
aof her remark drove me to deſpair. 2 
At this moment the doctor entered the te 
; room. After he had felt my pulſe he CC 
pronounced that I ſhould not be long W 
without a fever and adviſed me to keep my th 
mind, as much as poſſible, in a quiet fitu- W * 
ation; then accompanied with the maid ki 
he lwent up to the Counteſs, —Tell my 
miſtreſs, ſaid I to him, that I eee ne 
well: then return to me, that I 51405 n W] 
mos anſwer ſhe mag 200 9 [> gr 
| | Ce 
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CHAP. I 


HE SEES HER. 


ON he third day finding myſelf quite 
well, L left my bed, notwithſtanding any 
thing the doctor ſaid to the contrary. In 


the afternoon the weather being extremely 
fine, he was obliged to allow me to take 
a walk into the garden, where I had been 
told that the Counteſs, now ſufficiently re- 
covered to be able to leave her room, 
would alto take an airing. In this moment 


the doctor feeling my- pulſe, ſaid that 


it was ſtill very high and agitated ; this 1 
knew as well as he, but refuſed to allow it. 


Going therefore into the garden, I had 


nat been there more than five minutes, 
when I ſaw the Counteſs walking down the 
great walk accompanied by her maid pro- 
ceeding towards us. It would be 1 improper 
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for us, ſaid my leader, to ſtay any longer 


in this place—let us go back ! 


By his propoſal, he eaſed my heart of a 


weight that preſſed heavy upon it: for I 
felt exactly the ſame ſenſation, which 1 


had formerly experienced, when in my 


famous excurſion to I.“ * *, blindfold, I 


had ſo. diſtinctiy ſeen Amelia at ber win. 


dow. 

I I ſoon could har ths: voice | of whe tn 
teſs behind me. She ſpoke louder than 
uſual. \. Surely, I thought, that I might 


hear her !—yet I wanted. reſolution to turn 
back, — 


Doctor, why do you go ſo faſt 2 ſaid le; 
er it grieved me, that ſhe had not * 
dreſſed me the firſt, 

Wie ſtopped and ſhe came to us. 

How is your patient? 8 

He anſwered: 1 ſtood filent and ex- 
tremely diſpleaſed. 

Will not walking do him harm? 

I do not think it will; replied he. 


She 
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She Ans not even to caſt a ſingle 
look upon me! faid I to myſelf, my wm 
pleatane greatly increaſing, [+ 

See, Madam, how pale poor Williane 8 
face looks! exclaimed the maid. A ſud- 
den glow roſe upon my checks; the Coun- 
teſs, who now caſt = _ _ me, __ 
came as red as I was. Fo 9 

Indeed, ſaid ſhe, Rs is very e i 
wemely pale — Then turning her head 
back ſhe put her hand to her eye, as if 
ſomething had got into it.—Have you 
told him? ſaid ſhe to her m, . a 
ſhort pauſe. 

I No, Madam; did not vou 47 you 
would tell him yourſelf. | 

Another time ! replied the Counteſs f 

colouring again have not now--I muſt. 
Doctor! I am afraid it would be dangerous 
for him to ſtay longer in the air! 

No, no, Madam! I can ſtay as long as 
you pleaſe ! exclaimed I, fearing leſt the 
doctor ſhould interrupt the happineſs I 

1 9 enjoyed. 
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enjoyed. How. glad I was, that I had 
been able to ſpeak theſe few words 


Jou muſt know, replied the Counteſß, | 
that the governeſs and father Benedict 


have been arreſted near the frontier. They 
are now confined in the priſon of Pν 


I ſhall foon receive more particular infor- 
mation. They cannot avoid the puniſh- 
ment due to their criminal attempt but, 


added ſhe turning her eyes from me—it 
will not aſſiſt poor William in his recovery! 


Oh! I am recovered ! cried I in a pa- 
roxyſm of joy. 
Such magnanimity wks tears. to my 
eyes! ſaid ſhe to her maid— Farewell, 
dear William I wiſh you ſoon entirely 


recovered! added ſhe, after a ſhort interval 
of ſilence: then ſhe walked away, waving 


her right hand to me. 


Nearly out of my ſenſes, I ran to her 
and ſeizing her beautiful hand, I preſſed 


it upon my heart, covered it with my 


kifles and how ſhould L know every 
| thing 


a a 1 ande. +3 . 
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thing that I did in this moment of rap- 
ture On her burning cheeks I could 
read the expreſſion of wonder and a gentle 
embarraſsment. She had ſcarce withdrawn 
her hand, when paſſing into the next walk, 
ſhe immediately diſappeared. My eyes 
followed her as long as they could; till the 
leaves of the trees hiding her from my 
ſight, I turned to the Doctor who looked 
at me aſtoniſhed.—I am not well! ſaid 1 
that 1 can eafily believe; anſwered he, 
N out of Ut razr RAP 
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A MISTAKE. 


Sc. ARCELY. an hour "aſſed, in ah 
Counteſs ſent her maid to enquire after 

my health, who repeatedly told me that the 

very ' thought of my ſufferings greatly 
alarmed her miſtreſs; that ſhe was con- 

ſtantly aſking what reward ſhe could: find 
proportionate to the ſervice I had done 
her; and that I might require any thing | 
I pleaſed fince ſhe had nothing too dear | 


or too precious, but ſhe was ready to ” 
| grant me. Of this the Counteſs informed 
me by her confidant; yet when at our next 6 
meeting, I expected it to be confirmed 
from her own mouth, a ſimple enquiry about 1 


the ſtate of my health, ſpoken by her with 
an air of the utmoſt indifference, was the 


| only conſolation ſhe offered to my diſtreſs- 
| 1 heart. 


— — Fr 


It 
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If I was in your place, ſaid once the 
maid to me, I know what reward 1 ſhould 
requeſt ! 

I do not wiſh for any, oli I. 

One kiſs ! my dear William! One kiſs! 
— Saying this ſhe looked ſo fly and cun- 
ning, that my blood roſe up to my face. 
I underſtand you! added ſhe as ſhe [left 
me. You-ſhall have it; I promiſe you, 
you ſhall ; provided you—aſk-for:it! : 

In this moment I made a very aukward 
appearance; my chief object being to hide 


under the veil of indifference every ſign of 


the ſudden joy and the moſt ſanguine ex- 

pectation that now filled my heart. 
To what purpoſe ſhould I attempt to 

deny it? my conſcious pride inſiſted upon 


having obſerved ſomething in the eyes of 


the Counteſs, which notwithſtanding her 


apparent coolneſs, was nothing like the ef- 


fect of indifference. That enchantrefs 
which by means either viſible or inviſible, 
but always with a deſpotic ſway, imagi- 
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nation pad examined and interpre- 
ted in my favour every motion of the 
Counteſs. The movement of her eyes, of 
her lips, even of her fingers; the ſound of 
her voice, its weakeſt tones; more or leſs 
ſtreſs ſhe laid upon a word; m Tort, no- 
thing eſcaped my fancy. 

1 was therefore perfectly See that 
the Counteſs, from this word of her confi- 
dential woman, wiſhed me to conclude that 

in future I ſhould not be ſo exceſſively thy ; 
Let I wanted courape to act from this c- 
viction. I had however determined that 
he firft time the Counteſs ſhould mention 
 & word uf reward, I would be more for- 
ward and boldly aſk the favour I'fo much 
wiſhed for. It may be eafily ſuppoſed 
how much this project, ready executed in 
my mind, made me content and happy. 
Towards the evening Liſette ſent to 
requeſt me to walk up into her room. 
Although I had often times refuſed 
fuch invitations, I readily agreed to her 


propoſal ; 


\ 
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propoſal ; for a charming proſpect was 


opened before my eyes. The apartment 
of the Counteſs was contiguous to Liſette's 
room. She might eaſily happen to have 
ſome orders to give to her maid when ſhe 
could not help ſeeing and addreſſing me. 
Would not this be a favourable opportu- 
nity. to aſk her for what ſhe had commiſ- 
fioned her maid to offer me? Perhaps it 
was by her own commands that Liſette 
had invited me to her room. 

Full of theſe ideas I haſtened to ber; q 
nor could the cunning creature be at any 
trouble to explain this condeſcenſion, rather 
ſtrange from me. | 

I had ſcarcely been five minutes with 
her, when the door opened, aid the Coun- 


teſs came into the room, I roſe precipi- 


tately. 


- 


I wiſh not to diſturb you, ſaid ſhe to 


us in the moſt friendly tone of voice: 
beſides you are ſo quiet, that I hardly 
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heard you !—-I hope William 1 15 LE to 
day? ; 
Quite well, 3 8 3 * 


in reality I could not have been better than 


I thought myſelf at this moment. 


7115 


William has never been ill ! added the 


ſprightly Liſette. A flight bluſh colour- 


ed the cheeks of the Countels. Un was all 


over glowing. 

He does not require even 7 #1 ſmalleſt 
recompence ! continued ſne. 
411 thought a pail of boiling water was 
Pouring over Py body. My hands and 


feet trembled. 


I have mentioned one to him! then 
ſhe coughed and leered at me, with a 
daring look; at the ſame time taking hold 


 & 


of my hand, 


Shall I ſay, William? * 
A moment before I had wiſhed for an 
opportunity to make my propoſal to the 
Counteſs; now * had, found it, and a 
dreadful anxiety would not ſuffer me to 
profit * it. 


— 
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All his wiſhes are confined to—ſhe led 
me towards the. Counteſs, firſt pointing 
to her own lips then to mine. 


Oh ! cried the Counteſs, with an air of 


_ diſappointment, you may rely upon my 
conſent ! As ſoon as the Count is returned, 
I will ſpeak to him about it; if William 
wants nothing elſe he may be ſure * 
being ſatisfied. 
Fully convinced that as well as I, the 
had underſtood the pantomime of Liſette, 
I attempted to ſeize her hand- 
Ves! you may depend upon it! Il 
ſhe-in a more animated tone, quickly 
withdrawing her hand : I pledge my word 


of honour for it, you ſhall be foon united; 


ſaying this ſhe returned into her own 
room, whilſt I- did not well know where 
I was, Liffette laughed as if ſhe was mad. 
United !—cried I, as recovering from a 
dream. What! you and I united? 
Why not, dear William? ſaid ſhe, burſt- 
ing into a new flt of laughter. She offer- 
ed 
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to tike my hand, but I puſhed her 


back with a degree of rudeneſs. 

I am not in love with you! cried I loud 
enough to be heard by the Counteſs :— 
I do not love you I will not marry you 
I do not wiſh for a wife |—it was a miſ- 


take! 


As I ſpoke thus, I went out of the room 
and haſtened down ſtairs. But ſuddenly 
the cruel miſtake of the Counteſs recurring 
again to my mind, I ran back into Li- 
ſette's room, croſſed it frantick, and open- 


ing that of the Counteſs, I cried out as 


loud as I could: No, madam, you muſt 


not believe it! I am not at all in love 


with Liſette! then I ſhut the door and 


immediately returned below ſtairs. 


How cruelly diſappointed I had been; 
when at the moment of gathering a de- 
lightful kiſs from her roſy lips, inſtead of 


_ that I was ſolicited to marry a maid ſer- 


vant! * 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. v. 


WHAT AN ACT OF HEROISM ! 


A pq onnteſs, that it bad never come 
into my thoughts to be in love wich Li- 
ſette, ſtill leſs to have aſked her in mar- 
riage. Such a miſtake put me out of all 
patience, but at the ſame time it inſpired 
me with courage above all attempts. I was 
now actuated by love and honor, to 
which, when united, nothing becomes 
impoſſible, 

Late in the evening of the ſame day, 
the fineſt that ever wasz thoughtful and 
melancholy, as I was fitting in a little 
grove adjoining to the garden, a gentle 
evening breeze ſoftly agitated the top of 
the trees, and made an agreeable ruſtling 
through their leaves over my head. Be- 
fore ane, an extenſive pond was brightened 

by 
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by the ſilver rays of the riſing moon; and 
on my fide the chryſtalline water of a 
purling ſtream ſeemed haſtening to join 
it. Sometimes my eyes were fixed on the 
ſurface of the pond, or followed a few 
light clouds that now and then paſſed be- 
fore the moon : ſometimes I turned them 
on the diminutive waves of the rivulet, 
which dividing themſelves into as many 
diamonds, hurried over one another, then 
being reunited, divided again with a mur- 
muring ſound, ſometimes briſk and' preci- 
pitated, ſometimes flow and uniform. 

This I ſaw, but only ſaw it. A ſoft 
melancholy occupied my thoughts and 
my mind was entirely taken up by the 
image of the Counteſs. Such as ſaw her, 
when ſhe made ſo ſtrong an Impreffion up- 
on my ſenſes. 

Oh! what ſhould I not tell her, ex- 
EIN) I in my extaſy, was I to meet her 
in this moment! And ſuddenly I heard a 
noiſe behind me. When I turned my head, 

the 


— — — Ig tek ——_— 


MAURBICK _ as 


the firſt object that offered itſelf to my 
fight was no other than—the Counteſs ! 
Adieu bold projects! adieu rapturous fan- 
cies of an heated imagination ! 

| Trembling I flew back and waited till 
ſhe addreſſed me: her confuſion n 
not to be leſs than mine. 

Is not Liſette here? the aid at laſt in 
a trembling voice. 

Why ſhould ſhe ? e! I ich | 

14 thought ſhe was ! replied the Counteſs, 
: with an air of ſtudied indifference, 

Now or never thought I. 

Doubtleſs your ladyſhip thinks that 1 

am in love with Liſette ? 

She ſmiled at theſe words, which If 8 
not without the greateſt difficulty. 

No, ſaid ſhe; you ſpoke your ſenti- 
ments in a manner too poſitive, not to 
make me alter my opinion upon that fub- 
ject. Perhaps you thought that I wiſhed 
to compel you. You were quite frantick ! 

Obſerve what a cruel mine 
Liſette 


1 . 
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Liſette has fince ſet me right 1 _ + 
The Counteſs wanted to laugh, but 1 


ſoon found that ſhe was no leſs confuſed 
and agitated than myſelf, 


Liſette has ſaid every th ing—cried . 


1 approaching nearer, and ſeizing her hand 


as ſhe attempted to retire ; theh ſhe turn- 
ed her head with as much caution as if 
already I had undertaken to gather on 
her lips the wiſhed for reward. Obſery- 
ing this movement,” I thtew my arms 


round her waiſt, and took the moſt 
ardent kiſs on her cheek—all this was 
done in the twinkling of an eye, du- 


ring which methought I faw a third hea» 
ven opening over my head. 

She tore herſelf from my arms in the 
moſt rapturous diſorder, and haſtening 
away from me: Ah! William! {aid ſhe, 


Had you not ſaved my life !— 


What an act of heroiſm ! glorying in 
my triumph, I went to my room; but 
my fleep was no leſs diſturbed than it had 
been for ſeveral nights. 


CHAP. 
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THE COUNT RETURNS HOME, 


WHETHER the Counteſs was not a 
| partner with her confidential woman in all 
theſe little adventures, I could not be poſi- 
tive. Certain it is that with regard to the 
miſtake, Liſette had ſported with us; but 
I could not entirely attribute to mere ha- 
ard our meeting on the fide of the pond; 
for the Counteſs never walked alone in the 
_ gardens, even in the day time, much leſs in 
the evening. From ſome myſterious hints 
dropped by Liſette I was even apprehen- 
ſive that ſhe might have been informed in 
ſome meaſure of my glorious triumph. 
Be it as it may, they both conducted them- 
ſelves as profound politicians; the Coun- 
teſs acting the part of a well bred woman, 
deſirous of preſerving her honor, and con- 
ſcious of the dignity of her ſex and rank: 
| her 
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her confidant behaving as a ſenſible expe- 
rienced perſon, entirely devoted to the in- 
tereſt of her miſtreſs. 
Let it not be ſuppoſed that I was ſoon 
able to make all theſe reflections. My 
heart and head were too much inflamed't to 
ſuffer me to reflect at all. 5 
The conſtant and repeated efforts I ufed 
to overcome my paſſion, were but means 
which added to its power. Inceſſantly 
trying to meet the Counteſs, I fled from 
her fight, when I had found her: If 1 
4 fpoke to her, I trembled ;- and ſtill trem- 
'bled when I met her in filence. My firft 
wiſh having been obtained, became the 
ſource of a multitude of others. This 
firſt kiſs had kindled in my veins a de- 
vouring flame, that waſted ' me by de- 
grees and threatened my entire diſſolution. 
Such was my ſituation, when the Count 
returned. He would have hugged me in 
his: arms, and perplexed me by his kind 
offers. Ah! What higher recompence 
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had it been in his power to offer me, than 13 
that which I had already found on the lips 1 
of his lady? At leaſt, you might, ſaid old ; 
Toby to me, aſk for the place of the firſt i 
huntſman to his lordſhip > =—_ 

Since the Count had returned, I found | 
it impoſſible to ſee the Counteſs and con- 
verſe with her as often as I did before. | Ci 
She was ever engaged with her huſband, 3 
and I with old Toby. Notwithſtanding ig 
the maſter and his old ſervant ſometimes 
ſpent a whole day in their field ſport, the 
reſt of the family were never abſent from 
the caſtle. Beſides my wound was viſibly 
healing, and the time was not far diſtant 
when I muſt have returned 1 to nan: duty oe 
a huntſman. 

This was not all. A was . by 
Liſette, that an intimate friend of the 
Counteſs was actually coming to viſit her 
and ſpend the whole ſummer at the caſtle, 

perhaps even the enſuing autumn, as things 
may 
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may turn out, added ſhe, with a myſteri- 


ous air; that having lived together at I.. * 
in the greateſt intimacy, they doubt- 
leſs would be inſeparable. The account 
of this lady is ſomewhat ſtrange, continu- 
ed ſhe with a bluſh ; nor is it proper for 

me to repeat what I have heard ſay about 

her. An apartment will be taken for her 
reception at R***; a town in the 
neighbourhood— for this reaſon, that 


putting her hand upon her eyes) a repu- 


ted man midwife lives there. | 
I hardly liſtened to this tale of Liſette, 
being much more intent upon the obſta- 


cles that were to oppoſe my love, than the 


circumſtances from which they were to 


proceed. Thus fettered and © impeded 


from every quarter, my paſſion became 
more and more unconquerable. Like a 
waſteful torrent, it threatened &very mo- 
ment to break its barriers. 

wor three days that had followed this re- 


turn 


* 
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turn of the Count, I had not been E's to 
find an opportunity to ſpeak to the Coun- 
teſs. How: many different projects I had 
formed during; theſe three eternities | every 
hour I went down into the garden, and be- 


gan to work either with a ſpade or rake 


under the windows of her room; when the 
whole extent of my happineſs, went no far- 
ther than accidently ſeeing her. Formet- 
ly, ſaid I, in a moment of impatience, ſhe 
would ſometimes ſpeak to me from this 
window; now ſhe turns her back upon 
me, the moment ſhe ſees I am here | 

Fam afraid I then interpreted her * 
haviour in a very wrong light. 

In the morning of the fourth day, the. 
Count being out a hunting, and old Toby 
employed in catching birds, I ſaw Liſette 
carrying her lady's breakfaſt into the 
garden. Immediately I went there and 
began to pick a noſegay, that I might 
have a pretence to wait for the Counteſs. 
She 
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She was not long before {lie made her ap- 


pearance; and unperceived by her I went 


towards the bower where her breakfaſt had 
Juſt been brought. I was met by Liſette, 


who told me ſhe was going after Toby, 


who had promiſed to wa a blackbird for 

the Counteſs. _. | | 
Shewing her my noſegay, 1 1 ated * 

whether ſne would give it to her miſtreſs! | 


Give it her. yourſelf ! ſaid the without 


ſtopping. To ſpeak the truth it would 
have grieved me to the heart, had _ ac- 
; cepted of the commiſſion. 


With much heſitation, I hats" inte 


the bower, which was very thick, and 
Cloſed on every fide. The Counteſs was 
at the fartheſt end. Unable to ſpeak a 


word, I preſented my noſegay. 
Dear William, is it for me? 
For you, madam 1-—Theſe: "LIAR 
plucked with my own hand- 
Lou muſt have ſtripped a whole bed! 
Not 
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Not one have I left, which I woah | 


worthy of your acceptance ! 


A. pauſe enſued. We both PS AGF 
an equal degree of perplexity. She kept 


ſmelling the flowers, at leaſt for the ſake 


of appearance. I wiſhed to "I but 


could not find RR 


My dear William! — are in the habit 
of giving much very much! 


Say too n ane eee too 


little! 


” © > ® 


Do you call little the danger of a _— 


tening death ? 


She ſmiled, and tears glitened in her 


eyes—alas! remember! ; 


To ſave a life that has no price in my 


eyes'! 


Dear, dear William! I threw myſelf at 
her feet. My looks, which tried to meet 


her's ſucceeded in their attempt, My ſoul 
had taken her ſeat in my eyes. This was 


the moment, when! two hearts in equal 
rapture, leaving their mortal exiſtence, 


and 


22 
- 
- — ———ů——ł 
* * —ͤ—ü—3—̃— — — — ———— 
- 8 PET . 4% 2 y 2 ; 

4 ene 8 9 D ä 4 

* yy WAS, oi | , ns. NN RS —_— 
” — p 2 I te SER RE A Mew"; n a FP 
— oc JH I n . - e 4 _ 7 

. l n long 4. As a 4 D 
Ka n _ Te 7 21 4 9 + — 7 
> 


—_—_ MAVURICE. . 

and confounding their faculties, become 
for ever united ; when our eyes, our lips, 
every ſinew, every fibre and artery cry in 
a fatcible tano love you! I love you! 
whilſt the mouth alone obſerves an unin- 
terrupted ſilence. O tongue, penurious 
tongue ! where canſt thou find words expreſ- 
five of ſuch a moment? How unequal the 
pencil of man would be to deſcribe theſe rap- 
tures of a flaming foul, when forcibly hur- 
ried into the boſom of voluptuouſneſs 


Suddenly I heard a deep ſigh Gmitbine- 


body behind me; a bird flying into the 
bower, fluttered among the leaves of the 
trees. Riſing up with an anxious precipi- 
tation, I found myſelf facing old Toby. 


The Counteſs fainting at his fight, dropt 


ſenſeleſs mo the mann 
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My dear Toby '—cricd I, not being 
able to find another word. | 

| am no longer your dear Toby! Cid he 
turning from me, you are no longer my 
dcar William! As I wanted to detain him, 
he made an effort and ſnatched, himſelf 
from my arms. 

See! ſee |—cried 8 pointing to the 
Counteſs, Oh! give her your aſſiſtance ! ' ; 

Give her your own! ſaid he with, an 


air of indignation, haſtening away from 
the plage. 


Divided between fear and anxiety, love 


and compaſſion, I ran to the Counteſs, 
and poured over her face a glaſs of 


cold water which Liſette had brought 


w.th the chocolate. She ſoon opened her 
ey es. | | 


Vol l. H 


Heavens ! 
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Heavens! cried ſhe, what will become 
of me !—he is going to inform the Count! 


In this moment, Liſette entered the 
bower. 

For god's cake !—help us !—prve her 
your aſſiſtance —ſaid I in a ſtifled voice. 
I could hardly fetch my breath : my words 
faultered 'on my lips. I ran after old To- 
by, whom I met, with tears in his eyes and 
the paleneſs of death in his face. I offered 
to take his hand. 


Ah! William! ſaid he with a deep 


ſigh, tears dropping down his grey beard, 


Were you a baſe, contemptible being: 


how gladly I ſhould perform my duty 
He ſtopped, claſped his hands with a de- 
gree of vehemence, and ror his eyes on 
the ground. 

Yes !—cried he after a ſhort pauſe :— 
yes, he muſt be Ne en , wk I dare 
not be ſilent! 

Toby cried 1 embracing him, and 
preſſing him to my heart, my dear To- 
= 


He 


of” 


t] 
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| He diſengaged himſelf from my. arms: 
for a long while his ſobs would not ſuffer 
him to ſpeak. 

Though you were a poacher ! Ga he 


at laſt—yes, I ſhould how courage to dil 
ſemble. 


His ſighs redoubled. | | 
But, an attempt upon the honour of 


my Lord !--No, I can no longer ſee you 


be gone from my ſight! | 
My dear Toby! cried I; if not for the 
ſake of me, ſpare at leaſt your poor ** 
treſs! 
He was ſiruck at this requeſt, I bathed 
his right hand with my tears, whilſt with 
the other he kept wiping off his own. 
Heavens ! cried he, dropping his head 
upon his ſhoulder I cannot, dare not be 
| filent! 


Aſk any thing you pleaſe, faid I, from 
the Counteſs and myſelf ; you ſhall imme- 


diately obtain it. Tell me what I can 
do for you, I ſhall have no reſt before you 
H 2 Axe 
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are ſatisfied. Do you wiſh for a fortune, 
that may enrich yourſelf and all your 
family? ſpeak; in a moment I will put 
into your hands every thing the Counteß 
may be poſſeſſed of 

What! cried he, his looks animated 


with anger Do you expect to ſeduce me 


with gold ? ſaying wy he hath me from 
8 i 


O William ! ! added he iti à milder tone, 


I had rather you had pierced my heart 
with your knife, than have heard ſuch an 
infamous propoſal from your mouth | 

We had inſenſibly reached the door of 
his room, where he entered.” J wanted to 
follow him, but he ſhut che door Es me 
and bolted m in. > 


CHAP. 


AUR ICE. 


CHAP. VII. 


MAURICE ATTEMPTS TO FORCE THE DOOR. 
ID red not venture to make a noiſe at 
the door, leſt it ſhould bring the other ſer- 
vants. Entirely taken up by a melan- 
choly deſpair, I went back into the gar- 
den, where I ſaw Liſette at the feet of 
her miſtreſs, to whom I heard that ſhe 
was ſaying the following worde —0O god! 
How came I to miſs that curſed ſpy; he 
muſt have paſſed on one fide, whilſt. I 
was watching on another! ſhe role up the 
moment ſhe ſaw me coming; and the 
Counteſs, notwithſtanding the extreme 
fright ſhe was in, could not forbear colour- 
ing. I! hi tit. 711 4: 

He will betray us ! cried Ino hope 
is left for us! the Counteſs fainted again. 
] walked ſeveral times acroſs the bower. 
Lvery ſentiment of fear and deſpair, cauſed 
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by the certainty of an unavoidable ruin, 
united to take away my reaſon. * no 
longer knew myſelf. 

In this moment of deſpondency, a tar- 
rier, the favorite dog of the Count, came 
ſniffling at the entrance of the bower, and 
immediately darted back. He gave us 
notice that his maſter was coming. 

In a moment the Counteſs recovered 
from her ſwoon, the eyes of Liſette were 
dried; and | became as nimble and chear- 

ful as ever. Now the ſenſation of fear 
vas ſucceeded by another ſtill more power- 
ful; and this ſtate of ſtupor laſted long 
enough to prevent the Count from ngtic- 
ing the violent agitation we were in. Ha- 
ving ſpoken a few words with the Coun- 
teſs, he left her, and as he aſked me 
what was my bufineſs in this place, I an- 
ſwered with the higheſt degree of aſſurance : 
Toby juſt let a blackbird go : I wanted to. 
catch it again, but it flew off. _ 

"The — left us without ſpeaking a 


word. 
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word. Directly I ran to the room of old 
Toby, where, not ſeeing any body going 
about, I began to look through the key- 
hole. With a diſtreſſed countenance, and 
his arms acroſs, he walked round his room, 
now and then wiping his eyes with the 
back of his hand. I gave a gentle knock. 

Wbo is there? ſaid he in a faint voice. 

Dear Toby! open your door! F re- 
plied in a plaintive tone, 

He neither anſwered or * . 
knocked a ſecond time louder than the 
firſt; but in vain : I battered the door 
with my fiſts ; but to no purpoſe. Then 
I muſt break it open !—cried I in a pa- 
roxyſm of rage ; and began to ſtorm the 
door with my feet, my knees and my 
hands,, my head mene the office of 
a battering ram. 

At the noiſe I made, every one of the 
ſervants, both male and female, in- 
ſtantly coming to the place, ſurrounded 
me on all fides, with aſtoniſhment and cu- 
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rioſity painted in their eyes I thought 
the arch of heaven Was een down on 
my head. 

1 ran through the croud, that 1 might 
reach ſome ſolitary corner; they all fol- 
lowed me. Turning myſelf back, I ad- 
dreſsed the moſt reaſonable among them, 
and begged they would not raife' an uproar, 
promiſing that I would tell them every 
particular. This producing not the effect 
I had expected, 1 threatened thole who 
approached me the neareſt; but to no 
purpoſe; for if a few of them ftaid behind, 
the place was directly filled up by others; 
{o that the proceſſion followed me in the 
moſt regular order ;— till finding it impoſ- 
ſible to get r1d of them otherwiſe, 1 re- 
ſolved to force my way through their 
ranks, and thus ſucceeded in a laſt at- 
tempt to get to my room, where I had 
no ſooner bolted mylelt 1 in than I heard 
ſeveral voices crying at once Here comes 
_" Lord! Frantick and hardly able to 
481 1 fetch 
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fetch my breath, I threw myſelf on my 
bed, and ſhutting my eyes I endeavoured 
to drown in tranſports of deſpair my little 
remains of feeling. | 

I cannot ſay how long I was in this ſitu- 
ation. The voice of Toby brought me 
again to my ſenſes. I opened the door 
to him. He took my hand in flence, 
with his face turned from me; then led 
me acroſs the court of the caſtle, through 
the ruins of an old decayed building, to 
an iron door, which having opened and 
bid me go in, he ſhut it again upon me. 
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| Now I had more time than neceſſary to 
reflect upon what had paſſed and what was 
to come. It was but too plain that Toby 
had ſaid every thing to his maſter. My 
greateſt anxiety was not concerning myſelf, 
but the Counteſs. I trembled at the re- 
collection of the fiery violent temper of 
the Count; yet when I reflected on his 
behaviour to me, my apprehenſions on her 
account vaniſhed by degrees ; for, thought 
I, any other than the Count would have 
become furious even to an exceſs : inſtead 
of which, he contented himſelf with hav- 
ing me put by another in a place of con- 
finement. It is true that I could not know 
what were to be the conſequences of this 
firſt ent, 
I 10 
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I was ſhut up in an old building, that 
had been in former times a tower of obſer- 
vation, and now ſerved as a priſon for 
quarrelſome people in the neighbouring 
villages. A winding ſtaircaſe led into a 
dark dungeon under ground, above which 
a ſort of room received a few rays of light, 
by means of two or three holes ſecured by 
great bars of iron. 

Loſt in my melancholy thoughts, I at 
for ſome time on the firſt ſtep which led to 
this dreadful manſion. The total darkneſs 
that ſurrounded me gave a more gloomy 
appearance to the ſorrowful images that 
aſſailed my diſtreſſed imagination. As a 
greater degree of obſcurity hung over my 
fate, the proſpect of a fortunate end ap- 
peared to me the more chimerical, and 
theſe deſponding images became more nu- 
merous and diverſified. It will be eaſily 
believed that the recollection of Amelia was 
not long before it joined the multitude of 
others: I ſuffered an increaſing pain in my 
attempts 
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attempts to baniſh this idea from my mind, 
and my anxiety redoubled in proportion to 
my efforts to conquer it. 

At length I went up ſtairs to my new 
lodging, the furniture of which conſiſted 
of a ſtone table and a bench. At their 
aſpect, I felt a ſorrowful pang gradually 
increaſing, as I ftood confidering them. 
Who could hinder the Count, ſaid I at 
laſt, in a paroxyſm of grief, from keeping 
me, for the remainder of my life, in this 

gloomy cell ? He rules with deſpotic ſway 
over his family; he has a right to puhiſh 
every delinquent as he pleaſes. -In vain 1 
ſhould complain; nobody could hear my 
groans. Even ſuppoſing that I may be 
heard, who will or can deliver me? The 
hinges of the iron door are above tlie power 
of the hatchet: the walls and bars will 
reſiſt every attempt of a man. 

During this ſoliloquy I had however tried 
the ſtrength of my arm on the bars which 
ſhut the narrow calements. 

The 
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The veil of night was already ſpread over 
my priſon, when I heard a noiſe at the 
door and knew the voice of Toby. As I 
went down, he gave me through the 
wicket a piece of bread and a pitcher of 
water. 1 durſt not bring you any other 
food, ſaid he, in a compaſſionate tone; he 
has poſitively forbidden it. f 

What does he mean to do with me? ſaid 
I to him, as I took the frugal ſupper. - 

God knows! anſwered Toby, _— 
his head back. 

And the Counteſs ? tell me, I beſeech 
you, what he has done with her? 

Nothing. For a long while this aſter- 
noon they have been walking together: he 
ſeemed to be very friendly, and ſeveral 
times I have ſeen her laughing. 

Laughing! I exclaimed with — 
tion. | [105 

Yes, nd hes though 1 coma 
underſtand more than you do what could 
have made them laugh. More than ten 
times 
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times he aſked me What! was he only 
kneeling at her feet? Yes, my Lord, ſaid 
I. Old fool! ſaid he to me, ſo long as he 
was but kneeling, there could be no harm. 
However, mind you keep him in cloſe 
eonfinement, and fed upon bread and wa- 
ter. My Lord, ſaid I, how long will his 
puniſhment laſt ?*?—As long as I pleaſe, 
Ohl my dear William, theſe laſt words 
have rent every fibre of my heart. | 
Now, cried'l in a fit of rage, I only wiſh 
1 had you in my power, that I might hurt 
you down from the top of the mountain, 
you curſed tell- tale. 5 
Saying this, I ſuddenly thruſt my "I 
through the wicket, and ſeizing him by the 
thoulder, I ſhook him with the greateſt 
violence. 
Where is now the reward you ſte 
from your indiſcretion? continued I, ſhak- 
ing him again at every queſtion I aſked of 
him. Has not your folly cauſed me to be 
thrown into this dungeon? Did I not beg 
of 
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of you not to betray me? And deaf to my 
intreaties, you ſtupid raſcal, (ſhaking him 
more violently than ever) what buſineſs 
had you to go fooliſhly to your maſter, and 
tell him what you knew or did not know | 

Dear me ! cried he, how ſhould } have 
known that there could be no harm in 
kneeling at the feet of the Counteſs !} 

At laſt I let him go; when, with his 
head hanging on his ſhoulder, and a mourn- 
ful countenance, he went away, without 
offering to reply. At this moment I began 
to pity him, 
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FU I wanted to take up my victuals, 1 


could not find them, for, in my conteſt 


with old Toby, J had broken the pitcher, 
and thrown my bread down the ſteps with 
my feet. I had no ſooner found out this 
new misfortune, than opening the wicket, 


11 called, Toby ! Toby with ſuch ſtrength 


of voice that more than ten times his name 
was re-echoed by the ſurrounding rocks. 
At the ſame time I heard a voice crying 
with a deep ſigh O dear! I am dying 
when looking through the wicket, I ſaw a 
woman, who, overcome by fright, had fal- 
len on the ground. She had one hand on 
her breaſt as if to fetch her breath, whilſt 
with the other ſhe covered her eyes. 


Who is there? cried I; but was only 
anſwered by groans. 


In 
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In the name of heaven! who can be 
there? cried Ja ſecond time. The groans 


did not ceaſe, till on a third queſtion from 


me, a faint plaintive voice exclaimed Ah! 
my dear William ! when I Knew it to be 


Liſette. | ad 4, wy 


Well, what do you want "hb! ? ſaid I, 
in an abrupt tone—to laugh, as the Coun- 
teſs did? | 

Speak lower, faid ſhe, that nobody may 
hear us. I ſtole unperceived after old 
Toby, and kept myſelf hidden until he was 
gone. When you began to call in ſuch's 
frightful manner, ** K 


Pray be quick. ls it true that the 


Counteſs laughed ? 
Certainly, why not ? She told ſuch a 


pretty romance to the Count: he heard it* 


with ſuch good nature, that J had defied 


the moſt compoſed of all men to forbear 


laughing. 


You have been made a Celadon, whom 


the very idea of his fancicd paramour firſt 


brought 
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brought at her feet. She perſuaded him 


that you fell in love with her, without 
her ſuſpe&ing any thing of it, or being 
able to prevent it; that juſt at the time 
when Toby came to the bower, you were 
on your knees preſenting her a noſegay, 
and that-too with ſuch overflowing of ten- 


derneſs; that ſhe thought every moment 


it would kill you; that ſhe ſhould un- 
doubtedly have informed him of this comi- 
cal adventure, had ſhe not thought it bet- 
ter to take an opportunity to make him 


an eye witneſs of the tranſaction. As long 
as the Counteſs ſpoke, added Liſette, I 


kept an affected laugh, ſeafoning her nar- 


rative with a number of pleaſant reflections, 


which I pretended having made as the con- 
fidant of your love. In this we ſucceeded 


fo well, that the Count began to join in our 
laugh and gave up the point, adding, how- 


ever after we had done ſpeaking, that, 
notwithſtanding there was ſomething 
laughable in the whole ſtory; yet it be- 
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came not a Counteſs thus to ſport with a 
poor devil, and that, had ſhe told him of 
it ſooner, he ſhould have oppoſed it; for 
you were an honeſt lad, who had ſaved her 
life, and to deal with you in the manner 
we had done was a monſtrous piece of in- 
gratitude. | 

The Count ſaid right! I exclaimed 
with a deep figh. 

What a ſtrange man you are! inter- 
rupted the fprightly maid; do you forget 
it is all but a mere ſtory > The Counteſs 

thinks very differently with reſpect to you. 

This idea comforted me not a little. 
The nature of her narrative, accompanied! 
with a conſtant laugh, had firſt offended 
my pride; then I began to ſuſpect that the 
Counteſs had really meant to divert her- 
ſelf at my expence; for I had entirely for- 
gotten, that ſhe had no other means of 
eſcape. 

Has not the Count yet decided any 
thing upon. my fate? I enquired, | 
e L muſt 
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TI muſt loſe a good honeſt ſervant, ſaid 
be; for I ſhalt be obliged to diſmiſs him. 
People in his ſituation may be allowed to 
expoſe their life to ſave that of a Counteſs, 
but never to fall in love with her. Con- 
ſequently and for his own advantage, 1 
mean to give him bis diſcharge, accompa- 
nied with a little memorandum. 

Memorandum ! cried I, what does he 
mean by that? Has he not been more 
explicit upon the ſubject? , 

I ſpoke theſe words with ſach vehe- 
mence, that they reſounded through the 
whole tower. | | 

— What he meant, I cannot "up 
| —PDid he not make any motion, Hier | 

with his eyes or his hand, that might lead 
you to a ſuſpicion ? Pray, tell me, don't 
you recollect any thing of that ſort? Y 

Ab! what can it be? -I faw him lifting 
up his right hand and dropping it down. 

How? ſo? cried I as in the act of 
holding a ſtick or a whip? was it? He 

ſhould 
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=. 
ſhould. pay with his own life ſuch anwor- 
thy .treatment—I would rather kill him 
and myſeolf after. | 

Depend upon us! continued. Liſette; ; 
you have nothing, to fear! a friend of the 
Counteſs is to come hee to morrow, in 


whoſe fate the Count is dceply intereſted - 
from ſome particular circumſtance, though 
we will. take the 


he has never ſeen her: 
opportunity of their, firſt meeting to ſue for 
your pardon. The ſtranger will Le obliged 
to join in our entreatics, when he will not 
be able to refuſe us. 

I ſcarcely, liſtened to whatever Like 
laid; for whilſt the was ſpeaking, I 
thought of a plan by which, according to 
the law of honor, 1 might have revenged 


myſelf of the infamy intended for me by 


the. Count. My project was, of going 0 
the wood, digging out my ſword and re- 
gimentals, and returning to the Count as 
an officer and a gentleman. Thus by an- 
n enjoying his aſtoniſhme,. t. 1 felt 
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ſo delighted with the idea that I began to 
wiſh that he would pleafe to order me the 
memorandum ; yet reſolved as I was 1 
could not convince myſelf, it would be act- 
ing according to the dictates of reaſon. 

In ſhort, if J am obliged to go! (aid I, 
in a mournful tone. 

Theſe words brought a flood of t tears in 
the eyes of Liſette. Every expreſſion from 
her mouth was accompanied with a ſob; 
at length unable diſtinctly to articulate a 
ſingleſyllable, herdoleful-voice alternative- 
ly went up and down the gamut; which 
made a ſort of muſic as hard to be de- 
ſcribed as unpleaſant to be heard. 

I was ſorry that I had given a ſtrain to 
ſuch a torrent of lamentable notes. In 
order to quiet her, I feigned myſelf to be 
calm, and began to conſole her, at a time 
when I expected my own conſolation from 
her. My heart was ſtill more devoted to 
the Counteſs than I owned it to myſelf, 
though much lefs fince I knew that ſhe 
had been able to laugh, while I was linger- 

ing 
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ing in a dungeon, abandoned by the whole 
univerſe. Doubtleſs, I ſhall be laughed at 


after I have made this candid confeſſion; 


but it is not with me, but with nature that 
you muſt find fault for theſe rrregularities, 
The weight of my reſentment partly fell 
upon Liſette; for recollecting her ſprightly 
temper, I could not forbear ſuſpecting her 
of having ſhared in the plans of her miſtreſs 
to make me her dupe. I became inftantly 
more ſilent and diſtruſtful, into the cauſe 
of which when Liſette enquired, I told 
her that having loſt my proviſions in the 


ſubterraneous part of my priſon, 1 was 


dying with hunger and thirſt. 

She went as quick as lightning, but re- 
turned in the ſame moment with an air of 
uneaſineſs and irreſolution. After ſome 
heſitation, ſhe avowed, as the reaſon of her 
quick return, that ſhe was afraid of croſſing 
alone in the dark the long gallery of the 
old caſtle. 


I was at a loſs whether i ſhould laugh 
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or be angry for to all appearance I 
thought Iſhould be obliged to ſpend the 
night without eating or drinking, nor 
could, Liſette have expected a more com- 
fortable night, at the door of my priſon, 
| expoſed. to the cold and the dampneſs of 
the air. Of theſe inconveniences I re- 
minded, her ; and ſhe attempted feveral 
times to go to the caſtle, but was no ſooner 
gone «few. paces, than ſhe returned to my 
door > trembling, a and hardly able to fetch 
her beat, till (et felt a crying for her 
- cowardice. As for myſelf, the more I 
found it improbable. that I ſhould obtain 
where with. to ſatisfy my hunger, the more 
I found. it, increaſed ; whilſt Liſette's fear 
augmented in proportion with her efforts to 
overcome it; and thus we were both in the 

moſt deplor able fiuation in the world. 
Vet, as there can be no circumſtance 
ever ſo puzzling which a woman, by ſome 
contrivance or other will not be able to 
get through, Liſette at laſt found means 
to 
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to get out of her dilemma. Wonderful to 


relate! ſhe tied her r e een 4 
ſingle thread. 


Having) paſſed my hand through! the | 


wicket, Liſette faſtened a thread round my 
thumb, holding the ball in her hands, and 
in this manner ſhe attempted to eroſs the 


ſhe as ſhe went, now and then to pull the 
thread, that I may be fure it is not broken. 
A moſt admirable way to bring herſelf to à 
ſenſe of courage! Tied with a thread at 


the diſtance of a hundred yards, to a man 


of known courage. but cloſely conſined in 
an impenetrable tower, what ghoſts or 


ſpectres ever ſo terrible in the whole erea- 


tion would not have fled before her. 


Liſette ſoon returned provided with 


another ſhield againſt fear, a dark lan- 
thorn;; bringing at the ſame time every 


fart of paſtry, which ſhe pretended ſhe had 
poſitively received from the Counteſs who 


ſhe. faid hid me be eaſy till the next day, 


A I when 
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when might depend upon being ſet at 
full liberty. For my part I already be- 
gan to be leſs anxious concerning the end 
of this diſmal adventure. The Count con- 
ſidered the ſcene in the bower in a pleaſant 
light; beſides was he to diſcharge me 
with the intended memorundum, ſtilliL was 
certain of finding my inſtruments of ven- 
geance in the wood here I had leſi them. 
Let this conſoling idea laſted but a little 
while for: Liſette, who whilſt 1 Was 
eating, endeavoured to amuſe me by her 
converſation, informed me that in the af - 
ternoon of the ſame day, the Count had in 
a hole where he had been led by his dog, 
diſcovered a ſword and a ſuit of regimen- 
* tals belonging to a 8 * officer; and 
that the coat was quite new and ſeemed to 
have been left in that place not very long 
ago. That it was preſumed the officer 
had been murdered in the wood; and that 
the villains who had killed him, had bu- | 
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ried his regimentals in this hole, for fear 


of deing detected, if they had ſold it. 


I was thunderſtruck at this piece of in- 


telligence. The clothes which had been 


found out could be no other than mine: 
of which I was fully convinced, by Liſette 
| telling me that the coat was turned up 
with red. As it had become mouldy, 
continued Liſette, Old Toby, hung it in 
the caſtle court to a branch of the great elm. 
Under the hilt of the ſword a cypher has 
been engraved; probably with the initials 
of the name of the deceaſed officer. Old 
Toby, who has examined them with ſome 
attention, ſays that he remembers ſeeing the 
cypher ſomewhere elſe, but his memory be- 
ing in a great meaſure weakened by old 
age, he cannot recollect where. 

This laſt circumſtance completed = 
uneaſineſs; for my cypher was | engraved 
under the hilt of my ſword, and on the 
head of my cane, which I had not put in 
the hole; and there Toby had ſeen it; 

1 Where- 
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wherefore ſhould: he happen to caſt his 
eyes on my cane, or eyen remember it, 1 
muſt have been undoubtedly detected. 

That I might the more eaſily. conceal 
my perplexity from the obſervation of 
Liſette, I pretended that I had a wiſh to 
ſleep, and defired; her to leave me. As 
ſhe wiſned me a good night, I heard ſhe 
was ſobbing and crying which could pro- 
ceed from no other cauſe than her reflec- 
ting on what an uncomfortable bed I was 
e to take my. reſt. 
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Ad Bed of (oft TO had not bl "or 
a much better night. A thouſand gloomy 
ideas came acroſs my mind and prevented 
ſleep from dofing ny eyes. What will 


become of me, I thought, when I am 


found to be the owner of the regimentals? 
Wilt they take me for a deſerter, and as 


ſuch deliver me up to my regiment; or 


thinking that I am a ſpy, who came into 
the country to-take plans of the neighbour- 
ing fortified places, will they put me upon 
trial? The certainty that the Count 
would conſider the ſcene in the garden, 
in quite a different light, when he ſaw me 
no longer in the humble capacity of a 


huntſman ; that the conſequences would 


become much more fatal both to his wife 
and myſelf, eſpecially when, informed 
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that my © regiment being quartered at 
LVA *, he would think it not improba- 
ble that having become acquainted with 
her in that town, I came under this diſ- 
guiſe, with the intention to carry on a cri- 
minal.. connexion : in ſhort, ſo many 
dreadfub circumſtances, the natural conſe- 
_ quence of / a« diſcovery, appeared to me 
ſo certain and full of-unayoidable dangers, 
that they drove me'to a ſtate of deſpair 
bordering upon diſtraction. No this in- 
tolerable night, and the firſt two hours of 
the next day, can never be baniſhed from 
N mind. 1 

It was already day light, when. amid: 
my : melancholy” reveries, I undeſignedly 
picked up a piece of paper, in which the 
paſtry was wrapped up, which Liſette had 
brought to me. For ſome time I had ei- 
ther rumpled it between my fingers, or 
ſlowly + unfolded it, according to] the 
different degrees of deſpair that agita- 
ted my mind, when happening to caſt 
76017 „ my 
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my eyes upon it I read the name of Ame- 
lia Lehmnitz. Thunderſtruck, I could 
not find courage ſufficient to read this let - 


ter, though it only conſiſted of the five 
1 lines, | 


i L300 0 95 nin 

6 Deareſt friend, vet morrow w morning, 
%I ſhall be able to preſs you in my 
arms; not, to leave you, before the 
deep wounds of my heart are entirely 
* cured either by the healing en 
« *: Iendiiop-4 Or OT of death, 14} 24 
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| Ai 4 Amelia Lehmnitz?! 
61d ESA 3563 IT. A C006 285116 60 _ 1 
This was to much fon my heart to bear! 
I. fell | ſenſeleſs on the ground: the ſhades 
of Amelia and her wounded and bleeding 
ſiſter, fluttered around me. ; Shedding, a 
torrent of tears, I ran to theſe beloved 
images and tried to graſp them in my open 
arms. Alas! L Was confined within the 
e n i e 5 35 6 WR 
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| walls of. a dark prifon, whilft they "fled 
dcr and vaniſhed iu the empty air. 

This dream, in a fleepleſs ſituation, was 
the terrifying repreſentation of the obſcure 
inconſiſtent ideas, which, in this dreadful 
moment. bad Ar my reaſon, and 
- What an afflicting light, theſe five 

lines had thrown into my confuſed mind! 
Then Amelia was the very friend who had 
written that letter to the Counteſs at which 
I had been ſo much alarmed ! Then the 
rival, at whoſe fight I had entirely loſt the 
uſe of my reaſon, and whom I had run 
through with my ſword, was no other than 
her own fiſter'! a mere joke, which I 
could not underſtand, had cauſed her an 
affſiction, to which ſhe expected no relief 
but from death itſelf. Whilſt tears faded 
her youth, my heart was opened to the 
delights of a new paſſion, forgetful of the 
unfortunate object, whoſe misfortunes 1 
myſelt occaſioned. She comes, dejected 
| victim 
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victim of her love, conſumed by her grief, 


to find me in a diſgraceful priſon where I 
have been brought by my perfidiouſneſs— 
and the very friend, on whom ſhe calls 
for relief, is a partner in my crime —1 
knew that ſhe was on the road, even per- 
haps at the caſtle. I wiſhed to fly to her 
feet and hear from her mouth whether I 
ſhould live or die; yet I could not—iron 
bars and doors, impenetrable walls, kept 
me confined . within their compaſs. Oh! 
it was too much, too ene for we heart 
of man! 

How long 1 was in this dreadful ftua- 
tion, I am not able to ſay. A violent 
movement brought me again to my ſenſes. 
| found that my hands were tied with 
ſtrong ropes, I faw four men trying to 
raiſe me, with old Toby at their head. 
Formerly, faid he, he had the ftrength of 


a lion; now his conſcious guilt makes 


him as weak as a child! Yet under theſe 


features, what man could have expected 
Fc Ry: 
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10 have found the ſoul, of a thief min: a 
murderer? An <4 

Where am I 2-—cried. I. Takes. do I. ſee 
vou? He did not anſwer a word. They 
took me up in ſilence, and carried me be- 
low ſtairs: I ſuffered, them to do as they 
pleaſed, not knowing what they were 
about, nor having. it in my power to re- 
flect on the cixcumſtance. When at the 
door they offered to ſet me up, my legs 
were hardly able to ſupport me. 

mad; was led into the great hall of the caſtle, 
where juſtice was uſually adminiflered. 
As it was crowded with people, every eye 
was fixed upon me, the moment I entered 
the hall. At the ſight of my regimentals, 
my ſword, my cane and one of my hand- 
kerchiefs, laying on a table, I ſtarted up 
with aſtoniſhment. A ſudden murmur 
was heard from every part of the room. 
They only waited for the Count. 

He arrived, followed by two women, 


= 
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and a young man, who ſtood under the 
door of an adjoining room. The ſervants 
deſired the ſpectators to draw back, as they 
ſaid, that I might be ſeen. At the mo- 
ment when the croud diſperſed, I Heard a 
piercing ſhriekz heavens | it is not his 
 murderer—It is himſelf! and immedi- 
ately. I found myſelf in the arms of my 
dear Amelia, who preſſed me to her heart, 
and ſhed a flood of tears into my boſom. 
Alas! my hands were tied up—T could 
not return her embraces—T could not | 
preſs her between my arms ! 

Old Toby was the firſt who ran'towards 
us, and untied my ur Wh his tears drop- 


| Ping upon them. 


I was reſtored to Ae Amelia was 
reſtored to me! Every word from our 
mouths, was a ſpark of fire that penetra- 
ting our hearts, overflowed them with a 
torrent of delight! O Maurice lO Ame- 
lia —theſe for a long time were the only 
words we could find. Eternity itſelf can- 
not 
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CHAP. XII. 
SUDDEN DEPARTURE. 


MEAN while the croud of the ſpecta- 
tors had inſenſibly diſperſed, and we were 
left in the hall, where having by degrees 
recovered our faculties, we ſaw nobody 
but old Toby, who with joy ſparkling in 
his eyes, informed us that the Count, with 
the Counteſs and the young gentleman 
(the brother of Amelia) had retired 
into the next room: we ran to them, 


holding each others hand. Amelia em- 
| braced the Counteſs: 1 hung on the 


neck of the Count. Mr. Lemberg, 
tet now' the paſt be forgotten ! ſaid he 
to me in a tone: ſufficiently ſerious, to 
make me underſtand that he alluded 
Aue | to 
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to the ſcene in the bower. Take my 
hand, continued he, I am your friend. 
With tears in my eyes, I took his hand, 
and preſſed it to my heart. I dared 
not lift up my eyes upon the Coun- 
teſs, whoſe perplexity was no leſs than 
mine. She attempted to expreſs her joy- 
ful concern in my happineſs, and mut- 
tered many civil compliments, for which 
wanting to return my thanks, I was 
equally unfortunate in my attempt to find 

words. We were both the more awk- 
Wwardly ſituated, as Amelia, who ſtood 
between us, wiſhed in vain to have ob- 
ſerved in our eyes an expreſſion of conſci- 
ous joy and tender friendſhip. At laſt 
her brother, who to this moment had 
acted the part of an indifferent ſpectator, 
propoſed to leave us alone, ſince, he ſaid, 
we could attend to nobody but ourſelves; 


which run Was Oy arent 
tO. | 11] ME 
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Notwithſtanding we had ſo many things 
to ſay we nearly remained filent, I 
told Amelia a moſt confuſed ſtory of my 
adventures ſince the time of our ſeparation; 
and even confeſſed. to her that I had 
nearly fallen in love with the - Counteſs ; 
at which unexpected confeſſion a moſt vi- 
ſible ſentiment of uneaſineſs appeared in 
every feature of her face; and ſhe imme- 
diately offered me to go to Lehmnitz the 
very {ame day; that we may, ſaid ſhe, 
reſtore my father to life, who is dying 
with grief and anxiety. I accepted of her 
propoſal, when the more to confirm me 
in this reſolution, ſne poſitively told me 
that I ſhould, not hear from her any thing 
concerning herſelf, beſore we were on the 
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Directiy ecing to the Count, bling was 
with his wife and young Lehmnitz, we in; 
formed them of our plan. They thought 
our departure rather precipitate, although 

they 
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5 oppoſed it but ſlightly. As for 


young Lehmnitz, he poſitively declared, 


that he ſhould not accompany us, as he 
meant, before he returned to his father's 
houſe, to enjoy as much as poſſible, with 


the Count, the diverſion of the field. 


We had already ſtaid two hours longer 
at the caſtle. When we were told that the 


carriage was ready, I felt as if my heart 


had been eaſed of a great weight. Ame- 
ha and the- Counteſs almoſt ſuffocated 


each other with embraces; yet their ſepa- 


ration brought not a tear in their eyes; 
mean while 1 held the hand of the Count 
and we converſed in the moſt ſeri- 
ous manner, on the good and bad ſtate of 

the roads which I was going to paſs. At 


laſt, 1 kiſſed the hand of the Counteſs, 


with a deep bow, which ſhe ieturned me. 
Liſette perfectly imitated the conduct of 


her miſtreſs ; as to old Toby, in the 


height 
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veight of his greateſt - joy he could not 
help calling me Eſquire William. 
Driven at à great rate by four mettle- | 
ſome horſes we ſoon loſt fight of the caſtle; 
when Amelia having thrown her arms 
round me, I preſſed her in mine with the 
moſt tender affection. We ſremed to have 90 
met again for the ſecond time this day. 6 
iner e Tr 
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6s; « DEakES T. friendiii in ede 
« an innocent harmleſs joke were we then 
« doomed to an eternal ſeparation ?—The 
« young man in blue regimentals, whom 
& you pierced with your ſword, aud would 
« doubtleſs have killed, had your rage 
* permitted you to aim a ſurer blow, was 
« my own fiſter. Unmindful of our cla- 
“ morous cries you fled from us; for a 
« long time from the top of the terrace 
« our eyes followed you, till you totally 
&« diſappeared. Then I fell ſenſeleſs on 
te the ground; but my ſiſter ſuffering 
% more from your outrageous behaviour 
& than from her wound, ran to the caſtle 
« for aſſiſtance, and informed my father of 
ve this tragical adventure, 

A Directly he mounted his horſe, ac- 


ce companied 


A 
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« companied with three of his ſervants. 


« In vain he galloped over the country: 


« night brought him back after a long 
“ and uſeleſs purſuit. His rage, which he 
« firſt vented upon us, ſoon changed into 
« ſentiments of grief and tenderneſs; for 
« my ſiſter and I were ſo weak that we 
« were obliged to be EEC into our 
« hbods;/ if 029; 1444-1 | 

_ « O Maurice! what a dreadful night 
« followed this unfortunate day !—you 
“alone can repay. your poor Amelia for 
eher ſufferings! 

O Maurice!“ (fhe laid ſoftly her 
head upon my ſhoulder.) - * Can 715 
6 ever deny me the juſt reward - 

With a flood of tears I P her a- 
gainſt my boſom. 

One month, two aa had paſſed, 
* and we did not hear of you. My father 
cc himſelf had gone to L“ *, upon 


« enquiry, but he took the greateſt care 


not to let any * appear which might 
" * 
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«© ſhew' his grief and OR TER when 
« he found that nobody had heard of you. 
«© He will return, ſaid he repeatedly,— 
<« he will return to his duty: he is too ſen- 
« fible of the laws of honor, to be abſent 
« longer than he ſhould. —This I alſo ex- 
« pected. My grief, thought I, can laſt 
% no longer than the time he is allowed 
« by his ſuperiors. When he is returned 
© we will diſpel his _ and he will 
10 again be mine! 
&© Mean while—it was found my 
0 mother thought it proper to ſend me 
«* from home, whatever the event might 
de, for Iitappeared—— 
She hid her glowing face in my boſom. 
Nobody ever ſhared ſo much as the 
« Counteſs in the ſentiments of my heart, 


q « As ſoon as ſhe was informed of my diſ- 
( treſſing ſituation, ſhe invited me to bet 


& houſe, begging that I would ftay with 
« her as long as I liked. Her engaging 
1 letter gave me new ſpirits. I had no 
ſooner 
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ſooner taken my. reſolution, which was 
approved of by my father and mother, 


cc 
ce 
66 


cc 


* upon. my Journey, to my deareſt friend; 
© to whom, in my impatience to join her, 
« I wrote from ama every ſtage on the 
9 road. e 

Oh! cried I; this morning one of your 
letters fell into my hands, which for two 
hours kept me in ſuch a ſtate of uneaſineſs, 
as to be ever unequalled by what you may 
have ſuffered in the night you e > 
She ſmiled, and purſued : 


% As I approached the place I was com- 


40 ing to, my heart felt a greater degree 

« of relief. It anticipated the pleaſure of 
meeting again a tender friend after a 
long ſeparation, of . preſſing her in my 
arms, and ſhedding tears of ſorrow into 


« her ſoothing boſom. At laſt arriving | 


at the caſtle court, a ſuit of regimentals 


hanging to a tree, was the firſt object 


« that ſtruck my fight, Hardly able to 
«© wait 


han accompanied by my brother Iſet out 
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| « 1 man—when I fell ſenſeleſs in his arms 
He has been murdered! cried Mau- 
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« wait till L bad examined it; ſo much 
6: did it reſemble your own ; jumping out 
c of the carriage, I was thunderſtruck, 
Hen, on the ſame bough, I ſaw a hand- 


1 from its mark, I ſoon 


* knew) to be yours. How came this 
coat and handkerchief to be here? I 
44 exclaimed, tranſported with joy, in the 
«greateſt hopes that you could not be far 

% 0ff. They were found buried in a 
«©. wood; I was anſwered by the old huntſ- 


« rice has been mann What is be- 


come of the murderers! 


The Count and his wife elated: ih; 
* eee en meet me. I was 
6 diſtracted and in a ſtate of delirium. 


. My brother having explained to them 


the cauſe of my trouble, they endea- 
e voured to conſole me; but in vain :— 


„ Maurice dead! Maurice aſſaſſinated! 


. by 814 This 
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This was the 1 that wong r c 
t on my mind. en 

„ Mean Abe 1 old nei came 
4 to us, crying: The murderer is found 
out! and he brought a cane in his hand 


(it vas your own, which he ſaid he had 


c found in the room of another huntſman, 
now ac priſonet in the caſtle.—I moſt, 
« cried Iñ muſt heat from his mouth what 


ce he has done with Maurice Nothing 


* cou¹d have kept me from going in- 
_ © ſtantly to the priſon, but the promiſe 
A Fs er me haves w_- _ Werk to _ 
cc Pears: 7: | Sin: 
The Count voted 1 10 bangt 


LI was dying with impatience to ſee the 


ſavage monſter who had taken away the 
life of my dear Maurice. He appeared. 


Alt was Maurice himſelf !—My be- 


loved Maurice! whom a merciful God 
c reſtored to my heart, and whom death 


alone can henceforth take away from 


ne! 


"Now 
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New tranſports and deu embraces ſuc- 
ceeded Amelia's narrative. Amidſt thefe 
tender effuſions of reciprocal delight, towns 
and villages were left unnoticed behind: us. 
The caſtle. of Lehmnitz was the ' ſeat of 
our ieh in it our fondeſt wiſhes 
centered. Arrived in the court, ſcarcely 
the carriage had ſtopped when running to 
the houſe, and throwing open every door, 
we reached at laſt the apartment of Ame- 
ba's father His: wife and Louiſa were 
with him. They were ſurpriſed and 
alarmed at our coming ſo unexpectedly. 
Exceſſive joy is filent : theſe beloved pa- 
rents opening their arms with rapture, 
preſſed us to their fond boſoms and bathed 
us with the ſacred tears of parental tender- 
neſs, but were 1 before 8. could 
ſpeax. lia d 
To the er to the miniſter! ado 
the Colonel at laſt.Leſt this hot headed 
boy ſhould again eſcape from us! O 
Maurice! Maurice! continued he with 
2 tears 
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tears in his eyes, preſſing me again to his 
heart - you have cauſed me many a bitter J 
pang ; but how. great is the; Joy that you 1 
give me in return! [ 


THE END, 
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